Living Excited

TRILOGY

Part One

DID YOU EVER HEAR THIS IN “CHURCH?”
That I create tension among some of my brothers and sisters has to
do with a very simple writing focus. The history of this focus is quite simple.
I became a student of those things that the writers of the first five books
and the last book of the New Testament quoted Jesus as having said. I
decided for a time to read only the “red letters” to the exclusion of
everything else except to gain an understanding of the context.
For example, Mark quoted Jesus as saying, “Whoever does the will of
God are my brothers and my sisters and my mother.” In order to understand
what Jesus was responding to we have to read Mark’s narrative leading up to
the quote. In that, I found it necessary to read more than only Jesus’ words
in red.
The more I read the more I became convinced that Jesus was pointing
to an entirely different spiritual possibility and dynamic than was taught in
any church to which I had ever been exposed.
Some things Jesus said just didn’t make sense when I tried to factor in
what the “church” at large taught and practiced. I decided to ignore the
large volume of commentary available that either supported or took issue
with several fundamental tenets of Christianity and I began to simply put
what Jesus said to the test in a practical manner. Shortly after I began this
trek, in the early 1980s, I stumbled onto the biography of a man that
became my primary example of taking the words of Jesus seriously.
Mohandas K. Gandhi and shortly thereafter I also saw the epic movie about
him, “Gandhi.”
I was amazed that this little (in physical stature) man, a Hindu, who is
credited with what is thought by some as causing the largest social upheaval
in modern history, based his life and teachings largely on what Jesus was
quoted as saying in the Gospels.
I reasoned that if a Hindu that refused to believe in the deity of Jesus
Christ simply on the basis of how British Christians treated Indians, and yet
turned the world of his day upside down with his brand of non-violent, civil
disobedience – and that he claimed was based on the teachings of Jesus –
what could someone that does believe in the deity of Jesus do by applying
his teachings? I had already set my mind to finding out and this confirmed
it!
“Generations to come will scarce believe that such a one as this
(Gandhi) ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth.” - Albert Einstein
"Gandhi was inevitable. If humanity is to progress, Gandhi is
inescapable. He lived, thought and acted, inspired by the vision of humanity

2

evolving toward a world of peace and harmony. We may ignore Gandhi at
our own risk." - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
I find it noteworthy that neither King nor Einstein, while extolling the
virtues of Gandhi, made mention of the thing that Gandhi said formed the
basis of his philosophy and actions, i.e., the teachings of Jesus.
One of the most telling things Jesus said underscores something that
is an anathema to the thinking of many Evangelical Christians. Since Gandhi
professed not to believe in the sovereignty or deity of Jesus – it is on that
basis many Christians exclude Gandhi from the ranks of the “saved.” So let’s
listen carefully to what Jesus had to say on this theme:

“What is the point of calling me, ‘Lord,’ if you do not do the things I say? I
tell you that whoever comes to me, and hears my sayings and does them can be
likened to a man that starts the construction of his house of life by digging deep
and laying the foundation for it on rock. When the floods and storms of life came
they could not shake it because it had a solid foundation. But he that hears and
does not apply my sayings is like a man that built his house without a foundation
and when the wind and rain came against it collapsed. The ruin of the house was
complete.”
What astonishes me is how Christians can ignore something key to
what Jesus said, i.e., anyone judging another person is himself in danger of
being judged – in their condemnation of Gandhi because he didn’t call Jesus,
‘Lord.’ Gandhi obviously not only heard the sayings of Jesus, he applied
them! You have to go outside the sayings of Jesus to conclude that Gandhi is
“lost.” You also have to go outside the sayings of Jesus to conclude that
Christianity, based on its belief system in the deity of Jesus Christ alone, is
“saved.” As Jesus’ half-brother, James, said it, “You say you believe? That’s
nice, even the demons believe and they tremble with fear with the
knowledge of what is coming!”
Winston Churchill, by the way, is quoted as having referred to Gandhi
as, “that evil little black man.”
There is plenty of relief to be garnered from the teachings of Jesus
without avoiding what he said, or even worse refuting what he said, which is
certainly the practice of many that refer to themselves as Christian leaders
and teachers, and which, by the way, calling themselves by such titles is
something Jesus said definitively not to do!
In my view, a person will never grasp the simplicity of the promises of
being cared for by God, a loving Parent, until he or she grapples with some
of the “harder” sayings of Jesus. Once I’ve come face to face with my
inability to:
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“Love your enemies, do good to those that abuse you, if somebody comes
and takes your shirt let him have your coat as well. If somebody takes what
belongs to you – don’t demand it back,”
…without first making a commitment in advance to do them and failing
many times – only then am I ready to hear the good news from Jesus’ own
mouth, such as, “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.” All these tough
things and more are what come just before the quoted “love your enemies”
reference above that Gandhi committed to follow and which changed the
course of history because of it. These are the things Jesus said anyone that
put into practice was building his or her life on a solid foundation. Gandhi,
again, a Hindu, a non-believer in the deity of Jesus Christ, did so.
How come I never heard that in church? What follows in this trilogy of
sorts are a whole list of things that Jesus said in the original languages that
you have most likely never heard in church – empowering things that set us
free from the hold that this earth has upon us. They are listed in Part Two:
“The Blueprint for Spiritual Freedom”
But first, by way of introduction, I wrote two articles about a week
apart under the pseudonym Brad Cullen for the website www.ministryofspirit.com
(no longer available) in 2003. I wrote these to encourage readers to request
the free, short book Living Excited also by Brad Cullen. Blueprint was the
second of these two articles. During this period I was also working as a
business and marketing consultant for two separate manufacturers in a large
city in the southwestern U.S., the first of these two articles was captioned:
THIS COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE -- WILL IT?
Not if you don’t believe it enough to act upon it. Before someone can
believe the following… they would have to remove some preconceived ideas
from their minds that simply are not true.
The other day I was asked by the sales manager of a company for
which I am doing a consulting project why, at age seventy, I don’t have to
wear “corrective” eye glasses. I merely told him that I didn’t think he would
believe it if I told him. He pursued the subject – and every time I was about
to explain it… over the loudspeaker would come the receptionist’s voice,
“Fred Collins” you have a call on line one.” When he walked back for the
fourth time into the office I’m using… “Did you have surgery to correct your
vision?” I merely told him no, and started into the story. Before I could
complete a sentence… the same announcement… “Fred Collins you have a
call on line five…” and as he got up, I said… “Well, Fred , maybe you’re just
not supposed to hear this.”
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“I guess not,” was his reply, as he headed back to his own office to
take the call. About a half an hour later he stuck his head in my door to say
he had to go to a meeting. Maybe he’s not supposed to hear it… (?)
The fact is, in my early twenties I did start wearing corrective lenses.
As it is with so many other people that wear glasses or contact lenses… I
periodically had to have the prescription increased as my vision deteriorated.
The last time I went to an eye doctor (over thirty years ago) to get my
prescription for eye glasses upgraded. Without correction, one eye measured
at 20/100 and the other at something worse. When I asked the doctor what
those numbers meant… he merely stated, “Well if that is the best we could
get your corrected vision to… you would be legally blind.”
No, I have not had surgery. No, I have not used the “See Clearly
Method” though I did buy the program for my wife – because I know that it
works. I use a form of the same kind of eye exercise to maintain my vision
that is in that particular program. Eyes are muscles… and with exercise it
has been proven that vision will improve to the point of not needing
corrective lenses… at least that is what the advertisements about “See
Clearly” say on radio. But that wasn’t the cause of my eyesight dramatically
and instantly improving.
In 1978 I left the State of Oregon. My Oregon driver’s license stated
that I was required to wear corrective lenses in order to drive. In 1989 I
returned to Oregon for awhile. My most recent license at the time had been
issued by the State of Tennessee. The one issued in the State of Hawaii
expired while I was in Tennessee. The Tennessee license expired while I was
on the Oregon Coast working for a client as a business consultant. I took
and passed the eye test… as I had in Tennessee and in Hawaii before that.
When I went back to the counter to get my license – the examiner
looked into the computer and confirmed that I had previously been licensed
to drive in Oregon (with the “eyeglasses required” notation). He immediately
ordered me back over to the eye testing equipment. When I finished (and
passed for the second time) he looked at my eyes carefully. I suppose he did
this to make sure that I wasn’t wearing contacts. “That’s a first,” he said,
“I’ve never even heard of such a thing before. How did it happen?”
I prayed silently for just a second… and merely told him, “You don’t
want to know.” He didn’t press. Several licenses later… issued by different
countries and states… My current valid license still does not have an “eye
glasses required” footnote.
Let’s change the subject. In 1980 I was in Provo, Utah on business.
Somebody talked me into going to a seminar on “proper food combining.” It
was
being held at a medical clinic. I was acquainted with the two
physicians, brothers, which owned the clinic. One was an Orthopedic
Surgeon (O.D.) renowned for back surgery. His brother was also renowned,
but a cardiologist (M.D.). They both knew me… and were rather impressed
with the fact that two of their patients had been “healed.” One, a woman in
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her thirties had been “healed” of Scoliosis (curvature) of the spine. The
surgeon had shown me a “before and after” X-ray of her back -- up against
one of those back-lighted frames on the wall at the clinic. “Now, you tell me
that,” he had said emphatically, tapping the image with his fingers, “is not a
miracle!”
The other woman the Internist brother had treated for “shooting”
pains in her legs and back… for which neither he nor any other doctor had
been able to provide a diagnosis. She was fifty-five at the time… and had
been “healed” of the pain and also a sleeping disorder.
Ah yes… back to the food-combining seminar. The session was being
conducted by three M.D.s from Southern California. They were doing lymph
gland research. They had made some interesting discoveries related to
cancer and diet. One of the papers they handed out during the free seminar
had an interesting foot-note about chickens and calcium (no less). It is a
well known fact that chickens need calcium added to their feed to maintain
healthy combs and beaks and produce eggs with strong shells, right? Wrong!
Research has shown that chickens which are isolated and deprived of all
calcium – produce their own calcium… and have perfectly strong combs,
beaks and produce perfectly strong-shelled eggs.
Some of the other things I learned during that all-morning seminar
were fascinating, to say the least. For example, shortly afterward I decided
to try something these physicians insisted was true. That the human body
can ingest absolutely zero meat or dairy products and it will produce its own
protein from properly combined fruit and vegetables alone. I did it for four
years and never felt better and maintained perfect weight while doing so.
What does that have to do with my not needing corrective lenses to
drive? Nothing… Well, maybe something. I have some fascinating and true
stories to tell… but you have to get rid of some preconceived ideas to believe
them. Reading them could change your life.
You have to FIRST get rid of some pre-conceived ideas. One, of
course, is that chickens need calcium in their feed. Another is that a human
body cannot produce its own protein. Can we get past the arguments -- all
the arguments that say such notions are ridiculous? Can we get past
"scientific proof" that such notions are dangerous as well as preposterous?
Frankly, if you cannot get past the sub-conscious "tapes" playing in your
mind... reading any further will be a waste of time.
There is an old joke about a "faith healer" that circulates around in the
community of so-called "believers." It goes something like:
A faith healer met a man on the street and asked about the health of
his wife. The man told him that she was quite sick. "Oh she just thinks she's
sick," the faith healer replied. He saw the man again a few weeks later...
and again asked about the man's wife's health. The man said, "She thinks
she's dead."

6

The reason I think the joke is tragic rather than funny... is that people
don't understand how effectively such humor undermines active faith.
Prior to seeing the before and after x-rays of the woman with scoliosis,
mentioned in the story... the surgeon resisted any idea of the possibility that
anything BUT surgery could be the solution for scoliosis. Many so-called
"believers" don't have a clue that when they go to a human physician for a
diagnosis... that it is almost impossible for an alternative healing to take
place, particularly of a spiritual nature -- there are exceptions, many
exceptions, but it is still true that a diagnosis (and the joke) undermines
active faith. The reason that a specialist’s diagnosis undermines active faith
should be obvious, but that’s another story for another time.

Part Two
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THE BLUEPRINT FOR SPIRITUAL FREEDOM
When I set out to write Blueprint it was with the purpose in mind to
clearly delineate the distinct differences between what Jesus is recorded as
having said by four different authors of six different books of the New
Testament on one side of the ledger against those things promulgated by
the three major branches of Christianity on the other.
My purpose was to attempt to show as clearly as possible the religious
traditions that influence what is referred to as “the church” and demonstrate
that what the namesake of Christianity, that is, the one whom the western
culture of the world refers to as *Jesus Christ, or perhaps more correctly,
Jesus “the Christ,” had to say goes largely ignored and in some very clear
instances, Jesus’ words have even been refuted in favor of tradition.
* A growing number of readers that send e-mail to me are beginning to refer to
Jesus as Yashua or Yeshua – I honor and respect their choice of either. Both are
transliterations from Hebrew to English. After reading many comments and going to
suggested websites I have simply not felt the need to impose either name or other terms on
others. To help some overcome their prejudice to the use of the English Jesus Christ or
Jesus the Christ, consider that I am using it in the parenthetical context of (Jesus by
whatever other name).

On the face of it, the foregoing (prior to the above note) is an amazing
statement! I’ll say it in a different way: If we are going to believe what the
red letter editions of the Bible reveal as the words of Jesus, in the above
referenced six books, that is, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts and The
Revelation of Jesus Christ – then it is clear that Christianity, as we know it
today, is NOT based upon what Jesus said!
I’ll stick my neck out even a bit further than that –if we are going to
believe the words in these six books purported to be out of the mouth of
Jesus:
It becomes quite clear that from the very beginning of Christianity, as
recorded in the book of Acts, that the men and women who had been closest
to Jesus, during what many refer to as the three years of his ministry:
Forgot much of what he said – or perhaps, for the expediency of dealing with
practical human problems of the moment, ignored what he said. Either way
it is a rather startling picture.
Think about something: Almost any dictionary or encyclopedia that
lists the word “Christianity” will include the following two definitions. One,
the religion founded by Jesus Christ. Two, the religion based on the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ. Isn’t it just a bit ludicrous, considering these two
definitions, that it is easily proven that any church that refers to itself as
believing in Jesus Christ ignores and refutes (if not in word, certainly in
deed) some of what Jesus Christ said?
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If, in a mystical sense, Jesus Christ were the head of the religion he
purportedly established, wouldn’t it be reasonable to assume that what he
said would be given some key importance? Well, as we compare what Jesus
said in Blueprint with the actions and the traditions of Christianity we are
going to discover something quite startling: The words of Jesus Christ, if
referred to at all, are given secondary importance!
From a practical point of view, just how important are the words of
Jesus Christ? In the article that led up to Blueprint -- “Did You Ever Hear
This In ‘Church’?” we examined the fact that Mohandas K. Gandhi turned
the world of his day upside down by following the words of Jesus Christ –
and neither he, nor anyone else would refer to Gandhi as being a
“Christian!”
A different way to approach this whole subject is to say as candidly
and openly as I am able – I have found, by experience, that the words of
Jesus when personally applied are life-giving and the source of absolute
spiritual power. I believe with every fiber of my being (just because I believe
it certainly doesn’t necessarily make it true) that the reason Christianity for
the most part is a mere shadow of reality; a mere ghost of what Jesus said
his church could and would be, is due to the replacing of his words with
religious traditions of the organized “church,”
One of the key traditions of a large segment of Protestant Christianity,
which has supplanted the Leadership of Jesus Christ, is the insistence that
the Bible (and not Jesus Christ) is the “Word of God.” The Bible reveals that
Jesus Christ is THE WORD, the Logos, i.e., the complete or total expression
of God. To repeat, many Christians refer to the Bible as “The Word” and
have placed it in the position of extreme leadership instead of the “Word,”
(HIM). Some even insist that the Bible and Jesus Christ are inseparable and
should be considered together as the complete Word of God.
The writer of the New Testament book, Hebrews, said, “Looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith…” That same writer said, “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Please note that I am
using the Bible to make my point here – consider that some say the Bible
refers to itself as the “Word of God” and point to this same writer of
Hebrews as providing the evidence. Let the reader be the judge:

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit and of the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.”
ARE YOU WITH ME SO FAR? The author of Hebrews is NOT talking
about the Bible – if he were making reference to the Bible he would be
talking about the Old Testament Scriptures because, at the time Hebrews
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was written, the New Testament, as we know it, had not yet been compiled.
That isn’t even the issue. The “Word of God,” to which the writer of Hebrews
is making reference, is the very same “Word of God” to which the writer of
the Gospel of John also made reference (John 1:1-3, 14) – A PERSON, The
Creative part of God that later became a man! This “living and powerful and
sharper than any two-edged sword, discerner of the thoughts and intents of
the heart” is a PERSON, A “Him.” Here is the very next sentence from this
same writer of Hebrews:
“And there is no creature hidden from HIS sight, but all things are
naked and open to the eyes of HIM to WHOM we must give account.”
[EMPHASIS MINE]
Anyone doing his or her own research among the huge glut of
commentary available on this passage (Heb. 4:12, 13) will find (surprise,
surprise) that not everyone agrees with my conclusion, but some do. My
suggestion, as always, is to go to the one Jesus said “will lead you and guide
you into all truth” (not the Bible, by the way) – who Jesus referred to
interchangeably as “Holy Spirit, Spirit of Truth and God’s own Spirit” – take
your pick and let everyone be convinced in his or her own mind. Finally I
must add that if anyone thinks I am “knocking the Bible” here – consider the
fact that I am using the Bible to illustrate the point. The title “Word of God,”
however, I reserve for the Head of HIS church.
Something else needs to be addressed that will shed abundant light on
a few things. It is generally agreed among scholars that the Gospels, Acts
and the Revelation of Jesus Christ were not written until some thirty years
after Jesus’ death and resurrection, beginning with Mark in about 65 A.D.
and ending with John’s Gospel and his Revelation of Jesus Christ. Most
scholars fix the date of John’s writings around 90 A.D. although a few
ascribe a later date perhaps even after 100 A.D. The late dates for Jesus’
words to be remembered and transcribed are significant in my view for three
very important reasons.
1) The events of Acts, written by the same author as that of the
Gospel of Luke, have a span of about twenty years beginning shortly before
Pentecost in roughly 31 A.D. (give or take a couple of years) and going out
to the end of Paul’s ministry.
2) Some think that those that had been with Jesus felt the need to
recall and write down his words as a deliberate corrective to certain
doctrines and practices that had crept into the early church.
3) If we look at Jesus’ words in this light it gives us an enormous
historical perspective of how tradition played a far greater role in the
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evolvement of Christianity over its two thousand year history than we may
have even considered.
If the above three points have any validity then it seems reasonable to
assume that some of the correction that Matthew (Levi), Mark, Luke and
John felt the need to provide might have been directed toward the writings
of Paul, the earliest of which most scholars agree was about 50 A.D.
When we consider that most of the hierarchical traditions of the
organized church have their foundational underpinnings in the “Pauline
Epistles,” it makes for an interesting backdrop. I for one love this statement
of Paul:

“There have arisen arguments among you. Some saying that they are ‘of
Paul,’ or ‘of Apollos’ or ‘of Peter’ or ‘of Christ,’ how ridiculous!” He continued,
“Do you think Christ is divided? Was I tortured and killed for you? Were you
baptized in the name of Paul?”
In other words I am not discounting Paul or what he wrote. But it
seems that even Paul, if the question were put to him, would put far more
credence upon the words of Jesus than his own – and that conclusion drawn
on the basis of his own writings.
I feel the need to end this introduction with a true story that is a
painful part of my past. I walked away (I thought temporarily) from my
marriage of twenty-five years for what I thought at the time were justifiable
reasons. To let everyone know just how painful it was to me, after twentyfive more years since I left, I still emotionally want to justify my leaving on
the basis of several factors. I have learned that there is no justifying it, I
was wrong and I admit it, and by admitting it the door is opened to God’s
love, mercy, grace and forgiveness.
Now comes the interesting part of the story. As I say, I realized at the
time that I was wrong and I wanted to go back and make amends. I asked
for wisdom about how to go back without perpetuating more of the same
problems that caused the breakup in the first place.
I longed to go back. Yet I knew I wasn’t supposed to go back! I shared
this with my close friend and associate, a Christian psychiatrist, that I felt
the Holy Spirit was telling me not to go back. I stated that I had been shown
that I had left for the “wrong” reasons and of that I had little doubt, but that
I was not supposed to go back. After we spent several hours over a span of
a few days together discussing it, he supported me in my decision and
concurred with me that I was “led” in the decision not to go back.
A week after our discussions he called me suggesting that we set a
time to get together for lunch. He told me at the table that he had shared
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my statement with the pastor of a church he attended occasionally – that
the Holy Spirit was telling me not to go back “home.”
In response, the man had said to him, “I don’t know what spirit he is
listening to, but it is not the Holy Spirit!” I reacted to my friend’s narrative
with a simple, “Wow.” Then I asked him what he thought of what the man
had said.
He looked at me and said, “I know that I can never go back there
again – I am afraid for him.” I asked him what he meant. He told me, “I
know that you have been led by the Holy Spirit not to return to your wife. I
don’t understand it all, but I believe that is the truth. If it is the truth then
the man has made a classic statement of ‘blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit.’”
About six weeks later, my friend called me and, again, suggested we
get together. I went by his office to pick him up to go to one of our favorite
spots for lunch. As soon as we were in my car, without any preamble he
launched into what he wanted to tell me:
“_______ __________” (The aforementioned church pastor) “has just
left his wife and kids and resigned the church.” I had to immediately park
the car to hear him out without distraction. As the story unfolded, told by
the wife of the man to my friend’s wife, “He just said he was through with
the ministry” (he’d been a church pastor for almost twenty years and the
pastor of that particular independent, “Community Bible Church” for over ten
years) “and went to live by himself in another state, though she suspects he
may be with another woman.”
Then my friend said something that caused both of us to sit silently for
several minutes. “All I know is when he made that statement about
‘whatever spirit you were listening to, it wasn’t the Holy Spirit,’ I sensed that
at that very moment he had opened himself to something he would regret
for the rest of his life.”
I finally broke the silence, “Do you think he is aware of the dynamics
behind what may have happened?” His answer was a simple, whispered, “I
don’t know.” We sat quietly for another several minutes. We agreed that we
weren’t hungry and drove to a nearby park and walked quietly together.
He stopped walking abruptly, turned to face me and said, “You know, I
have often asked patients if they thought that God would give direct
instructions to a man to marry a prostitute? And they always react with
horror and say that God wouldn’t do such a thing. I point them to the book
of Hosea in which that is exactly what God told the prophet Hosea to do. Of
course I do that to shake them from some of their doctrinal positions that
are contributing to their own emotional problems – based on Christian
tradition in total ignorance of what the Bible says.”
Holy Spirit of God, Jesus promised that you would lead and guide us
into all truth. I lay down my preconceived ideas before you. I want to do
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only the will of the Father and I want you to guide me to write what will
penetrate the veil of deception and bring us all to Your truth alone!

The Blueprints
One sure way to end bondage to religious doctrine is to hold it up to
the light of the words of Jesus in the original languages. When I began to
saturate myself with Jesus’ words and began to actively apply them – and
not merely to put them to memory – but to do what Jesus said to do I began
to experience spiritual freedom and clarity.
When we see what Jesus intended for his church – and we compare
what he said with what has been foisted upon us as “the church” we see
some rather insidious forces at work under the direction of a spirit
Principality, the “spirit of Religion.”

“Come out of her, my people, lest you share in her sins, and lest you
receive of her plagues.” – A voice John heard from heaven in his Revelation of
Jesus Christ (Rev. 18:4).
Jesus Christ, The Leader and Teacher of Jesus’ church – compare that
to the leadership of “the church” that has been foisted upon us. What’s the
difference?
Blueprint

#1

“Do not allow others to refer to you by any title that
assumes a position of spiritual authority or superiority. You have but one Teacher
and Leader, the Christ. You are all to minister to one another in the same equality
that brothers and sisters are equal. Don’t refer to any human being as your
spiritual father either. You have one Father and He is in the unseen realm of
spirit.” -JesusThe presence and power of God is ready to come upon each individual,
ministering to one another in equality and giving all glory to God. The
foregoing is what signifies the church Jesus established — as opposed to
“the church” with men having no dunamis (miracle working power), but
ecclesiastic authority conferred upon them by other men also having no
dunamis. These men with ecclesiastic authority, but no power, presiding
over powerless spectators sitting in pews, are the manner in which traditions
dictate how the rituals of “the church” are conducted.
As I attempted to apply these words of Jesus, the first thing I did was
to ask people to please stop referring to me as “pastor” and I refused to
refer to any other church leader except by their given name or “brother” or
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“sister.” I tried to do this while I was in the organized “church.” I found it
impossible. When I finally came “out of her” it was simple. This religious
tradition of human hierarchy of the “church” is an *insidious force that is
impossible to recognize from the inside.
* Insidious: A sinister, dangerous force working at the inside or core of a system.
If we think that what he said here isn’t important we might want to remember what Jesus
said rather than what the system teaches or our own value system dictates:

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” And, “What’s the point
of calling me ‘Lord,” if you don’t do what I tell you to do?”
Was I being too legalistic here? Perhaps – and the pressure not to
follow Jesus’ words literally was certainly intense. One example of just how
intense the pressure was: The pastor of an affiliated church in another town
suggested that if I kept insisting on following Jesus’ words literally I would
wind up a bloody stub. He pointed to Matthew 5:29-30:

“If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is
more profitable for you that one of your members perishes, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and
cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members
perishes, than for your whole body to be cast into hell.”
The neighboring pastor told me that I needed to regain a sense of
balance.
I recalled during a series of “deliverance” meetings in Alaska about
eighteen months before, at which I’d been the featured speaker, a woman
coming up to me asking if I could help her son who about ten years
previously had chopped off his own penis with a hatchet influenced by this
same passage. That story had a marvelously and excitingly happy ending,
but the issue raised by the recollection of that rather appalling legalistic
application of Jesus’ words was right there staring me in the face.
Was I carrying this too far? Following Jesus’ relatively easier to follow
directive about not calling or being called by any title that implied spiritual
authority or superiority was causing me all kinds of difficulties. Not just
within church circles, but also within my own family. It certainly would be a
lot easier to not follow what Jesus said literally as my friend suggested.
Then Jesus’ words hit me full in the face:

“If anyone comes to me and does not turn his back as if in hatred on his
own family including his wife and children and yes, mother, father, brothers and
sisters as well, he cannot be my disciple.”
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As I prayed and fasted over what to do, the picture became clearer
and clearer. That in order to walk in His presence and power I needed to
follow His words – and when confronted with my own many failures I was to
apply something else he had taught, that is, not to get caught up in the trap
of trying to prove how “good” I was, but to simply acknowledge my failure to
the point of dramatically beating on my chest and crying out, “Oh God, be
merciful to such a sinner as I.”
What freedom I have found that simple act brings – the righteousness
of God! That’s the promise! I never would have realized the simple power of
it had I not made a commitment to follow Jesus’ words and FAILED. Then I
experienced his complete forgiveness and the impetus to keep on doing
what he said to do no matter how much friends and family and my own
religious proclivities were telling me to do otherwise!
The individuals containing Jesus’ church – compare that church to the
“church” that has been foisted upon us. What’s the difference?
Blueprint #2 “Whenever two or three of you gather together and operate

in my character and in my authority, you may know with a certainty that I am right
there with you.” -Jesus“Going to church” by sitting in rows of seats or pews facing a pulpit in
a building with a traditional Christian cross either mounted or depicted on it
and claiming to be gathering together in the “name of Jesus” is meaningless.
The words in the original language translated in English as “gathering in my
name” refer to each individual having the same character and authority as
Jesus.
What is the character of Jesus Christ? He continually wanted only the
will of his Father.
What is the authority of Jesus Christ? In his pre-existence, that is,
before becoming a man, he created the universe and everything in it.
When we are in the same character and authority as Jesus Christ we
don’t “go to church” we ARE the church! Doing the very same kinds of things
he did.

“The very same miracles you have seen me do, anyone that believes in me
will do also, in fact even greater miracles.” -JesusHow did Jesus perform miracles? HE DIDN’T! Here is statement about
it:

“The Father who lives within me, He performs the miracles.”
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It is the same with us. “I” can do nothing; my Dad who lives within me
performs the miracles and gets all the glory.
The difference between Jesus’ church and “the church” of the world is
that “the church” hides behind doctrines that have nothing to do with what
Jesus said and did. The members of the real church are not afraid to ask,
“How come we couldn’t get rid of that evil spirit?”
I have found in my own life that when I am unable to do what should
be possible, according to the sayings of Jesus, that if I go to whom Jesus
referred interchangeably as the “Spirit of truth, God’s own Spirit, Spirit and
Holy Spirit” and about whom he said “will lead you into all truth” and ask
openly, “how come I am not able to do what Jesus said I would be able to
do?” I am relatively quickly given the answer. It is a far easier lesson in my
view to find out what I am lacking and correct it than to make excuses
based on doctrines of the “church;” the latter leads only to bondage to
lukewarm religious practices.
The people gathering in Jesus’ church – compare the activity to selfsatisfied, powerless spectators of a ritual in the “church” foisted upon us.
What’s the difference?
Blueprint #3

“You couldn’t do it because your belief was not at a high enough level.
I’m telling you that if you have enough faith nothing will be impossible to you.
But regarding spirits like this – you need the kind of faith that comes only as a
result of much fasting and prayer.” -JesusEveryone I know that goes through periods of much fasting and prayer
while EXPECTING an increase in faith gets it! “Expectancy is the breeding
ground of miracles” (that from a sister in Las Vegas, Nevada – she uses it as
a slogan on all her printed business materials).
But how do we acquire the character and the authority of Jesus Christ
so that we ARE the church and not “going to church” (“as is the manner of
some”)?
The people in Jesus’ church are operating in power, BEING something
– compare that to “the church” that has been foisted upon us where the
people sitting there are being urged week after week to DO something.
Blueprint #4 “John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with

the Holy Spirit in just a few days and when He comes upon you, you will be
miracle workers in the same way you have seen me work miracles -- because you
shall no longer have your own identity; when people look upon you they will
witness me!” -Jesus16

The foregoing is literally what Jesus said in the original language –
amazing how diluted it has gotten through mistranslation, religious tradition
and doctrinal argument over non-essentials.
The people in Jesus’ church are looking to Jesus to be their model –
compare that to the “church” that has been foisted upon us where people
are led to participate in a powerless, religious ritual.

Blueprint #5 ****
This morning while proof-reading what I have written so far, preparing
to put the finishing touches on Blueprint I felt led to take a break to check
my e-mail. This one from a man in Halifax, Nova Scotia was in my inbox:
Dear Brad:
You never stop amazing me. Your article on Gandhi was wonderful. My
wife printed it out and is right now taking it over to our daughter and son-inlaw to deliver it. We rented the video movie “Gandhi” a couple of months
ago and watched it with them. Please send Blueprint for spiritual freedom to
us.
I have to tell you something. Our introduction to your writings was the
book Unlocking the Treasure that we saw on the Sigler website. Since then
we have read many of your articles on your own website. God is using them
to change our lives. What I didn’t realize is that a second and third reading
of Unlocking the Treasure would be like seeing it for the first time! A few
days ago I read Living Excited the second time and I saw things in there that
to tell you the truth I didn’t believe I had ever seen them before. My wife
had the very same experience.
Please don’t stop what you are doing you are being used by God.
Please keep sending us all the articles and we are looking forward to the one
called the Blue Print.
(end)
What is interesting about this e-mail is that after proofreading
Blueprint I felt that I needed to provide more “back up” to several things
that I had written. I had a feeling of deep unrest and felt that it was going to
take several more days to finish it. Yet I also had the nagging feeling that it
needed to go out soon.
When in doubt pray! What do I do with this? I asked out loud, should I
just trash it and start all over again? The idea came to just take a break and
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answer e-mails. BANG! There was the answer through an e-mail from Nova
Scotia, Canada. Living Excited has been the catalyst for so many people to
break out of religion into Holy Spirit generated power and here was this email from Nova Scotia, Canada. I Clicked onto the website and read part one
of Living Excited – and knew I had my answer. PLEASE finish reading to the
end and then go to “LIVING EXCITED” – trust me, it will make Blueprint
come ALIVE!
**** I had planned to insert two more “blueprints” (#5 & #6)
Instead I’m excited about stopping here and hoping you read Living
Excited (again, if you’ve already read it before. I just read it again – and it’s
dynamite!) I’m not boasting because, as you know, “I” don’t take credit for
writing anything!
One last note about Blueprint #5 (****) above:
This was intended to demonstrate the difference between how Jesus
prayed and “the church” teaches and practices “prayer.” It is thoroughly
amazing because the words he used in prayer in the original language are an
indication of just how much religious doctrine about Jesus is just plain false.
Check out his prayer in the original language in Living Excited.
Blessings, Brad

Part Three
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LIVING EXCITED…
Foreword…

Some of this short book is quite critical of traditional, organized
Christianity. The key to understanding this book is asking the Spirit of God
what He wants you to do with it. Some of it may startle you, but the intent is
to have it build your faith. “Without faith it is impossible to please God.”
Therefore, my prayer is that everyone that reads these pages is
renewed and uplifted by them… even if initially threatened by some of the
content. The only reason some of what follows may be startling is that most
people who believe in Jesus Christ have never been introduced to (nor taken
seriously) the fact that he said that anyone who truly believed in him would
be able to perform the very same miracles that he performed.
Jesus actually provided clear instructions for being able to get to the
point of performing miracles in the same manner in which he performed
them. That “anyone” is me. That “anyone” is YOU. Are you ready to begin?

CHAPTER ONE
FULL OF THE PRESENCE AND POWER OF GOD’S OWN SPIRIT!
How do you get there? An amazingly different answer… and approach.
Basic to Evangelical Christian understanding is that a person “reborn,”
by inviting Jesus Christ to take over one’s life as “Lord” and “Savior,” brings
a new and unseen dimension to that person’s life; a duality of body -- with a
freshly renewed spirit.
This book is aimed at stimulating the spiritual side of our lives toward
control over everything in our lives… singular control. So that we can say,
along with the writer that penned, “It is no longer ‘I’ who lives, but Christ
lives in me.”
The struggle for those who stay in the Biblical “race for the prize,” is to
keep Spirit in control - rather than the body bags we occupy.
How does one live a life controlled by God’s own Spirit, rather than
continually succumbing to the yearnings of the lower (or animal) nature of
the body? The dichotomy is best phrased (again, with the Biblical), “I can do
all things through Christ who strengthens me” and, “It is no longer ‘I,’ but
Christ,” as expressions of being firmly in the grip of God’s own Spirit rather
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than the “body bags” our true identities occupy. On the other side of the
experience of that writer is the lamentation, “Why do I always find myself
doing the very things that I do not want to do?” That writer’s answer to his
own dilemma was, “I thank God there is a way out through Jesus Christ!”
How does one come to the place of finding that “way out” of living
excited in Holy Spirit power through Jesus Christ?
This little book is intended to provide some rather startling answers to
that question. The answers are based on some very real experiences,
grounded primarily in the fact of what the Bible clearly says about WHO
Jesus Christ was and is… and WHERE Jesus Christ can be found in the NOW…
this moment. In the original language the words translated into KJV English
as “eternal LIFE,” do not mean “eternal life” in the way we have traditionally
accepted it. The words mean, living in the realm where there is no beginning
and no ending… the Kingdom of God… in this very moment, NOW!
Let’s not rush past the foregoing paragraph. Let’s allow redundancy to
flood our minds and spirits. Eternal life means entering into the spiritual
dimension of the Kingdom of God now… in this moment. Living life on an
entirely different basis, where all things have become new… with the old life
of meaningless focus on the physical dimension left behind us. The word
“saved” is translated from a word that literally means re-paired or joined
together again with God. If we begin to see that being joined together again
means that we were together once before as members of the family of God,
but have been separated -- we begin to have our consciousness expanded.
We can begin to ask our Father, who am I really? Jesus’ story about the
“prodigal son” takes on a whole different and personal meaning as we begin
walking in absolute renewal of this expanded consciousness.

CHAPTER TWO
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READY FOR THE RIDE?
Meditate on the following for a few moments… We are not bodies with
spirits… we are spirit beings that have decided to occupy human bodies. The
rebirth process Jesus spoke of is bringing the spirit-being (which is
occupying the body) back to the family of God to which we once belonged;
joined together again. Joined together again “re-paired” is exactly what the
word in the original that has been translated into English as “saved” means.
It also means completed or finished. Joined together again and the “re-pair”
job is complete.
Let’s look for a moment at some traditional recommendations for
feeding the spiritual side of our existence and see why they so often fail…
and what to do in order to turn the failure into success.
The three practices most often given as the means by which one becomes
“more spiritual” are:
Bible Study.
Church attendance.
Prayer.
Let’s take these three, one at a time, and begin to understand, that
while these can most certainly be aids to developing and maintaining the
spiritual side of our lives… these practices alone can also have a tendency to
move a person into self-righteousness, legalism, guilt, despair and even
giving up the race altogether… sometimes even in a complete break into
mental illness.
One of the most shocking statistics I ever heard -- came out of the
mouth of a Christian Psychiatrist who was present and a participant in a
Bible discussion group of which I was involved. The doctor was a supervising
physician on the staff of a large, state mental hospital: Someone asked the
question, “Doctor, of the 3,000 in-patients at the hospital, how many would
you say are Christians?”
His answer changed the direction of my life! He prefaced his answer
with, “That depends upon how you define the term ‘Christian.’” He quickly
continued with, “If you mean a person that has been brought up in what we
consider to be a Bible-believing home with an emphasis on having Jesus
Christ as the center of your life – with church attendance as a cornerstone of
the family… the answer is about ninety-five percent.”
“Wait a minute,” a woman, the Principal of a Christian elementary
school in the local area, gasped… and then asked a question that was
certainly forming in my own mind, “Are you telling us that ninety-five
percent of the population of that hospital are professing Christians?”
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He looked thoughtful for a moment, “Well, you have to understand
that the majority of them are not functioning well enough to profess much of
anything… I am talking about their background. The very things that we
think contribute to the spiritual and emotional well being of Christians, most
psychiatrists believe these same things affect these people in a pronounced
and negative way. I am a minority of one, of the psychiatrists on staff, that
has a personal relationship with Christ… and they think I am in denial of
reality because of it.”
Can Bible study, church attendance and prayer cause self righteousness, legalism, guilt, despair and even giving up the race altogether resulting in depression and sometimes even in a psychotic break? Well,
we’ve heard that some psychiatrists believe that.
I believe one contributing factor may be in practicing these things with
the wrong focus. But let’s go beyond a relatively few people with a Christian
upbringing that experience mental illness… to perhaps a majority that are
living out their Christian profession without joy, peace and a sense of
purpose that comes with being in the overwhelming presence and power of
God’s own Spirit.
How can we become excited about the spiritual side of our lives? Can
Bible study, church attendance and prayer contribute to that excitement?
Absolutely… but let’s change our focus and see something clearly.

CHAPTER THREE
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BIBLE STUDY -- A WHOLE NEW PERSPECTIVE
Let’s first look at Bible Study. Jesus actually said something that might
want to make us take a second look at how we approach studying the
Scriptures… and how we may want to change our focus.
“You diligently study and handle the Scriptures because you think that
in and by them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify
about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.”
The KJV renders the first three words of the passage, “Search the
Scriptures.” I had heard this used and interpreted as a command all my life
to read the Bible. But Jesus is clearly saying something else.
My bottom line to Jesus’ words, is that if the Bible doesn’t lead you to
an intimate (meaningful) and in the NOW relationship with Jesus Christ… the
Scriptures have little (and perhaps even negative) value. Does the mother
who drowned her five children recently in Houston, Texas… ring any bells?
She was an avid reader of the Bible… and if you recall, killed her children in
order to save them from Hell!
Am I throwing out the baby with the bathwater? No, emphatically not.
Please note… that all my arguments related to changing our focus are right
out of the Bible. Reading the Bible has enormous spiritual value… but if you
know, as I know, of Christians that are steeped in the study of “The Word”
and experiencing less than joy, peace and excitement of living in the
presence and power of God’s own Spirit… can we not truthfully say that
something else might be needed?
Let’s examine our traditions based on, “The Word,” and take a look at
where we might have been misled.
“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And
there is no creature hidden from [HIS] sight, but all things are naked and
open to the eyes of [HIM] to whom we must give account.” [EMPHASIS
MINE]
The Word of God is a person… a HIM! This “word” in the original
language of this passage is the same as what is found elsewhere:
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made
through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.”
It is absolutely clear in the context that the foregoing passage is
referring to Jesus Christ… in his pre-existence as Creator of the universe and
everything in it! And… that this Creator became a man…
Remember what Jesus said… “You study the Scriptures for you
think that in them you possess eternal life… when all the time they
point to me… but you refuse to come to me so that you can receive
that life.”
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We have not only missed the import of his words of how we receive
this LIFE each and every moment… but have supplanted his position of being
[THE WORD] with the written word. In the original, the word translated as
“word” here, means “the full, or complete, expression of God.” “[HE] is living
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the
division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart… and there is no creature hidden from
[HIS] sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of [HIM] to whom
we must give account…” these all refer to Jesus Christ, the Creative part of
the Godhead not the Bible. [AGAIN, THE EMPHASIS IS MINE]
Here’s my statement and I am in no way afraid to make it… reading
the Bible has little value unless it leads us directly to an intimate, meaningful
relationship with Jesus Christ!
Who is Jesus Christ? Well, we see from the above passages that in his
pre-existence (prior to becoming a man) he created everything. This is so
extremely important that we want to look elsewhere in the Scriptures to get
confirmation and a little additional insight.
“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.
For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.”
Suggestion: Read the verses leading up to the foregoing passage
(Colossians 1:15, 16) to see and understand clearly – that this reference is
to Jesus Christ.
Do we see who Jesus Christ is? Read it again… He is the visible
expression of the God we cannot see. Jesus Christ is the Creative part of the
Godhead… that made the universe and everything in it – including the
spiritual powers operating behind the scenes… and later, this Creative part of
the Godhead became a man!
Now let’s immediately look at another Biblical truth – This Creative
part of the Godhead became the man Jesus Christ in order to become an
example of what we are to become if we truly believe. But let’s not get
ahead of ourselves here…
Ask the average person who professes an intellectual belief in Jesus
Christ… Who is Jesus Christ? The predominantly usual answer is the “Son of
God.” Well, that’s certainly a valid Biblical answer… but it underscores part of
the problem. “The Son of God” is a term that is an attempt to explain an
inexplicable truth, a stumbling block not only to the learned and
intelligentsia of this planet, but to those who refer to themselves as
“Christians” and here’s why: Both John and Paul, Jews, steeped in the
Hebrew Scriptures saw and related something that cannot be readily
translated into neither Greek, the language in which both were writing, nor
English. the Creative part of the US in the first chapter of Genesis, “Then
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God said, ‘Let US make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;’” is
none other than Jesus Christ – this is what John and Paul (both Jews,
steeped in the Hebrew Scriptures) saw and are relating here.
Throughout the entire first chapter of Genesis all references to “God”
are from the Hebrew word (in English) “Elohiym.” Elohiym literally means
the plurality -- or many facets of God. Some Bible scholars have difficulty
with the tradition of limiting this word Elohiym to the Trinity… i.e., Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. Remember what Jesus said… “God is Spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth."
To anyone that wants an expansion of the foregoing I would be willing
to give my limited ideas… which may or may not clear some of this up. Is it
important? The answer is yes if you want to get off your pew and begin
living excited.
In the passage quoted back on page 23, from John 1:1-3:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him,
and without Him nothing was made that was made.”
John is attempting to explain something that becomes quite simple
when we leave our religious tradition behind. There is no equivalent word for
Elohiym in the Greek language in which he was writing to an audience that
understood Greek and for the most part had no understanding of Hebrew.
The Greek word for “God” is Theos and to the Greek culture of that day,
Theos was the singular word for the ONE, all supreme, God. Now we get into
English in the above passage and we have the same difficulty. “God” is
singular. Here is simplicity: The “Word” represents the creative Spirit part of
Elohiym – who was in the very beginning with Elohiym and spoke everything
into existence. This same Creative Spirit became the man Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ was fully a man, John 1:14 and the man, Jesus Christ did not create
the universe and everything in it. If we receive this truth, John 1:12, we
become “joint heirs” as sons of this Creative Spirit Dad with Jesus Christ and
Dad lives within us. Well it seemed simple to me and I hope this explanation
bridges the gap for the reader.
------The word translated as “Lord God” beginning in the 2nd chapter of
Genesis is from the Hebrew (again, in English) Yahweh, or some prefer
Jehovah – the argument engaged in by Jehovah’s Witnesses and their
detractors about which “name” is the proper rendering of the name of the
“Lord God” in this passage, is quite silly when you consider that both are
based on a Hebrew symbol for God… a symbol that was actually intended to
be unpronounceable due to the fact that it was too sacred to speak or write!
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To be redundant, the point the writer of the Gospel of John is making
in the first 3 verses is that the, “In the beginning” of Genesis 1:1 the
reference is made to Jesus Christ. Both Paul (the writer of Colossians) and
John are Jews… totally convinced not just of the messianic claims of Jesus
Christ, but that the actual Creative force depicted as the “Spirit hovering
over the waters” in the Creative process of Genesis 1-- was none other than
the same Spirit, the one that became the man history refers to as Jesus
Christ. An understanding of this is what John meant when he said, “As many
as receive Him, to them He gives the authority or right to become joint heirs
with Him.” Part of “receiving Jesus,” therefore, is receiving WHO Jesus Christ
is.
Now that we are grounded on WHO Jesus Christ is, i.e., the Creator of the
universe and everything in it – WHERE is he?
The standard answer is, “At the right hand of the Father.” Yes, that is
a Biblically correct answer. But, again, dismally inadequate to accomplish
anything in our lives. Back to the first chapter of Colossians: the mystery
which has been hidden from the ages and from generations, but now has
been revealed to His saints. To them God willed to make known what are the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in
[YOU]…” [EMPHASIS MINE]
The words in the original – translated as, “at the right hand of the
Father,” literally mean the accessible part. Where is Jesus Christ? In YOU!
The accessible part of the Father is in YOU.
I was going through the check out stand at a supermarket. The young
lady cashier… greeted me with the standard, how are you, sir? To which I
responded, “Perfect, how are you?”
“Don’t ask.”
“Oh, why not” I asked. She glared at me and said, I thought with a bit
of hostility:
“Well, I can tell you one thing, I am certainly not perfect!”
I said, “Who lives inside of you?” She immediately squared her
shoulders and looked right into my eyes and said:
“Jesus Christ.”
“Then, why don’t you let him do the talking.?”
“Oh, that’s what you meant. Oh… yes!”
“Isn’t it amazing,” I said to her, “we have the Perfect One living in us…
and we insist upon letting the enemy control our minds, thoughts and
words.”
“Oh, thank you so much, I really appreciate you sharing that. I won’t
ever forget it.”
…And, neither have I.
Christ in YOU! The Bible says so… If we want to claim that Jesus Christ
is in us – let us start letting Jesus Christ do our talking for us.
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Another thing in this same vein… “Casting down imaginations, and
every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;”
Just as we begin bringing our words into obedience to him… by saying
simple things like “I am perfect…” those of us that have problems with
recurring thoughts that keep us in bondage… there is a way out through
Jesus Christ. Instead of going through the constant vicious cycle of
“entertaining” thoughts that have a damaging effect on us… let us use the
thought to change our focus. I have known people who have been freed
from all kinds of “negative” thoughts by letting them become “trigger points”
to transfer their focus -- thoughts of anger, bitterness, fear of sickness and
disease, fantasies, etc., etc., over onto Jesus Christ. Those trapped in
temptation may want to remember a promise of Jesus… “He that comes to
me I will in no wise cast out!” Further, those that are mired in guilt because
of continually falling into the same temptation, need to understand Jesus’
response to Peter. Peter had just asked him,
“When somebody has treated me badly, how many times should I
forgive him… seven?”
“No,” Jesus answered, “Seventy times seven…”
In other words, if Jesus’ command to us about forgiving a wrong
perpetrated against us by another human being and repeating the same
wrong… we are to forgive that same wrong seventy times seven… or 490
times… then what is our perfect, infinite Father’s attitude toward us for
continually falling into sin? The answer is, of course, forgiveness into
INFINITY!
It is fitting to digress for just a moment… The English word for “sin”
was an archery term that originated back in the 1100s in the foggy bogs of
what is now England. An archery meet official would stand behind a tree
near the target to yell out the score relative to where the arrow hit the
target since it was often difficult for the archer to see where his arrow had
struck the target. If the arrow completely missed the target -- the official
would yell SIN!
When the translators of the King James Version of the Bible – a
translation ordered by the King that was first printed in 1611, that
translation was intended to be understood by the common man of England
in that day. They took the word in the Hebrew and the corresponding word
in the Greek that meant to “miss God” and rendered it “sin” —because the
common man would understand that it meant to “miss the target,” i.e., God.
If we can get our minds around this word, “sin,” and realize that the
way out of sin is to come to our Father with it – we will have taken a giant
leap toward complete victory.

CHAPTER FOUR
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A PRACTICAL EXAMPLE
I remember a business partner and friend of mine who was totally
defeated by his proclivity to jump into bed with women other than his wife.
He went through the same old thing that so many Christians go
through; the roller coaster ride of perceived sin and perceived righteousness. He told me it was like climbing a ladder up to a slide in a playground.
Getting on the first rung was, of course, his problem. I simply told him that
when he became aware of what he was doing – whatever rung he happened
to be on – to invite Jesus to go with him.
He responded in the same shocked way that keeps so many professing
Christians in bondage… “No! I can’t do that… in the middle of adultery?!!”
I said, “Bill, your problem is that you think that adultery is the worst
thing you do. Your self-righteousness in between times is an even worse sin
because you act and think you are so pure. You have spirits of bitterness
and anger that also control you. Start taking Jesus to bed with you and then
you’ll begin taking him with you in all areas of your life – and you will know
victory.”
About two weeks later he called me to invite me to lunch. Shortly after
we had been seated and gotten past ordering and the fussing of the waiter,
he said… “I did it!”
“You did what?” I asked.
He looked at me in that honest, direct way of his – with his eyes
almost penetrating through me -- “I took Jesus with me. I jumped out of the
bed almost as soon as I got in… I apologized to the girl and said that I
couldn’t see her any more. That was over a week ago. I didn’t want to tell
you until I thought and prayed about it. But the real freedom is that instead
of anger controlling me I take him there too. And He has shown me the truth
of what you said about self-righteousness. It is so simple. Jesus really is
Lord and Savior over my life now. When I stumble – He picks me up.”
Just to see how powerful this understanding can be, I shared this
simple concept with a man that was so caught up in pornography that he
was to a point that the only way he could experience orgasm during
masturbation was to entertain a fantasy of stabbing a young lady neighbor
in the neck and when the blood came gushing out (in his fantasy) was when
he could “climax.” We discussed how and when the fantasy would begin and
he trained himself to use those thoughts as “triggers” to bring the thoughts
into captivity to Jesus Christ. This was obviously a quite complex problem
that needed a bit more than simple mental gymnastics, but learning to get
into the habit of focusing on Jesus Christ rather than the thought that led
him down the road he was going – including the fear (he was terrified that it
was where he was heading) of actually carrying out the fantasy by
murdering his neighbor. Learning that his way of escape was to refocus his
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thoughts on Jesus Christ was a huge part of his “post deliverance” from the
problem.
Let’s put this in capsule form. We recognize a habitual problem in our
lives that begins with a thought. We recognize that thought as an enemy…
and cast it down by bringing it into captivity to Christ. If we also recognize
Jesus’ promise to never leave us or forsake us and that Jesus Christ is the
same yesterday, today and forever – and that his own command to us to
forgive everyone else for the same habitual sin… and keep on forgiving them
no matter how many times they repeat it… we can understand that we are
not only forgiven, but have been given a way out through Jesus Christ! We
will refer to this in a different way in the next chapter relative to instructions
about how to pray.
To end this chapter, let’s reflect on a passage of Scripture that was
clearly mistranslated by the translators of the King James Version… and
some scholars believe deliberately so! And almost all other versions cling to
the traditions this mistranslated version spawned.
“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not
to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which,"
He said, "you have heard from me; for John truly baptized with water, but
you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."
Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, "Lord, will
you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" And He said to them, "It is
not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own
authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:1-8)
This one passage can provide power and freedom in your life if you will
openly receive the truth… First of all, Jesus told them not to depart from
where they were until they received a baptism in (of, with, by -all inclusive
IN-) the Holy Spirit. Then, after a few questions and answers, Jesus told
them what this baptism in the Holy Spirit would mean to them… verse eight
“…But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
If you will get a reliable Greek-English interlinear New Testament you
will discover something amazing. The word power in the foregoing passage
comes from the word in Greek from which we get dynamite. It means,
literally, miracle-working ability. Think of this now… Jesus is saying to this
group of people that when they were baptized in the Holy Spirit they would
receive the ability to perform miracles! A fulfillment of his earlier promise
recorded in John 14:12… which so clearly says in the original… that anyone
that truly believes in him will perform the same miracles that he performed
and even greater miracles.
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One of the things that make this passage (in Acts) so interesting is the
division in doctrine between two major groups in Christendom. The group
largely defined as Pentecostal and/or “Full Gospel” and/or “Charismatic”
believes and preaches that this Holy Spirit baptism produces, as its main
consequence, the ability to speak in languages that one has not learned in
the natural sense, but in the supernatural. Another group holds the view
that the main effect of this Holy Spirit baptism is the ability to talk to others
about Jesus Christ. A case can actually be made for both… but either
emphasis is a watering down of the real impact of this passage.
To remove all suspense from what’s coming, I will show you how to
prove the following statement… the words, “…and you shall be witnesses to
Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth"
properly translated in today’s American English is, “And you will lose your
own identity and others, from now to the end of time, will see
(witness) my (Jesus’) presence.”
Here’s the promised proof… the word translated as “witnesses”… is a
word pronounced mar-toose (in English rendered “martus”) – it is the root
word of the English “martyr.” As we all know, “martyr” refers to somebody
who is so committed to a cause, that person is willing to die for it. But that is
not this word pronounced “mar-toose.” Martus literally means losing
one’s own identity and being taken over by another. In other words,
“When Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will have the ability to perform
miracles and others will no longer see you, but will see Jesus Christ.”
One of the grave difficulties in receiving the truth of this passage is
not only due to the mistranslation, but the religious traditions it has
fostered. Additionally, the religious people of Jesus’ day could not accept him
because he did not fit their preconceived ideas of what the Messiah was
supposed to be like. Let’s look at Jesus for a moment and realize that when
he walked on this planet in human form, he made scathing attacks on the
religious leaders of his day. Going so far as to even calling them such things
as thieves, painted over markers of death and the children of snakes! He
told them that their worship was literally and totally without value because
they had supplanted the word of God with their many traditions; evidence of
the fact that the picture of the meek and mild view of Jesus that so many
religious of today hold simply isn’t true.
What I am saying today, a bit more gently than Jesus, I might add, is
that many professing Christians cannot see Jesus Christ in a Holy Spiritbaptized person because they think Jesus Christ is supposed to meet their
preconceived idea that Jesus Christ was always polite and gentle. The
Scriptures reveal that view is a palpable fraud! Of course the other reason
that Christians cannot see Jesus Christ in a Holy Spirit-baptized person is
because the person does not realize that he or she is no longer the same
person – but has actually become Jesus Christ! Think about this. Jesus said
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that Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth. ASK NOW! Holy Spirit is this the
truth? (or should I listen to traditions made by men?)

CHAPTER FIVE
CHURCH ATTENDANCE
Some Christians I know are troubled because I don’t go to church.
From 1957, at the time I first invited Jesus Christ to take over my life…until
1993 -- I attended and participated in church “faithfully.” In the early
eighties I was ordained (by men) and went on to be a missionary with the
largest independent missionary organization in the world.
In 1987 I was invited to be a co-pastor of a church in Alaska. After
much prayer and fasting I accepted the position, with some written
conditions that were accepted by the “senior” pastor and the church board.
The two primary conditions were these:
One, since I had been invited as a co-pastor it wasn’t unreasonable to
assume a joint ministry position. I did not want to be referred to as a
“pastor” period. I explained that my gifting seemed to be in the role of
evangelism and teaching; teaching particularly about how to pray to get
results according to Jesus’ instructions and how to go where the gift of faith
was stored and how to unwrap it; two, that when I spoke, or taught I would
have the authority of the board to speak and teach whatever I was given by
Holy Spirit to teach.
I received a letter enthusiastically accepting and even endorsing my
conditions.
I later resigned and subsequently wrote the following article that I
reprint here in its entirety.

Rebellion? Against whom?
I am often called a rebel because I no longer participate in what is
commonly called “church.” Christians that know me are quite often bothered
because I spurn their invitations to go to “worship” with them. These same
ones are usually surprised to find out that I share many of their basic beliefs
with them except as regards being part of an organized church.
Is it wrong for somebody to “go to church?”
“Wrong,” according to whose standards?
Whether it is right for others to go to church is between them and Holy
Spirit. I am most in a position of spiritual clarity when I make no judgments
about, or criticize what other people do.
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The question I must ask, Is it right for me to “attend church?” If I
were to go to church I would be in rebellion against what I believe God has
called me to do and that is between Dad and me.
Jesus asked a rhetorical question at one point in his ministry… “What
is the point of referring to me as, ‘Lord,’ unless you also do as I say?”
He went on, “Those who hear the things I say, but don’t do them are
like someone building a house without a foundation. The storms of life come
crashing against them and they quickly collapse. Those who hear the things
I say and do them are building their lives on a rock. The wind driven rain
and waves from the sea can crash into them, but their house stands.”
The point he was making should be clear to anyone… there is no point
in referring to the deity or sovereignty of Jesus Christ unless we also do
what he tells us to do!
In the past I have been ordained by men… and taught, preached,
baptized, married and other kinds of “normal” church things. I tried to
believe that the fact that I was referred to as an “evangelist,” “teacher,”
“pastor” and treated deferentially had no affect on my “ego.”
My “rebellion” began as a result of a reaction to a series of Wednesday
night Bible studies I was teaching about corporate worship. I pointed out
that the author of the 14th chapter of 1st Corinthians laid out the basic
blueprint for corporate worship… and it was rare to find any group that
followed that scriptural blueprint. We weren’t following it in our own church.
I posed the question, “If we say that we are “Bible believing” and yet don’t
follow something so basic and so clearly outlined in the Bible… are we being
hypocritical?”
As we discussed this, several people in the congregation “caught on”
and wanted to move toward change. Others defended the traditional
“worship” that we practiced. I wondered what to do about the seeds of
discontent that I had sown among those who wanted to worship according to
what they had begun to see as the “Biblical way.”
In an effort to maintain unity I urged these, for the good of the whole,
to go along with the traditional format. A rather intense young man, and
recognized leader among the group that wanted to move toward change,
came to me privately and pointed out a verse to me – the words of Jesus in
the original language are quite clear in their meaning: “Your worship is
worthless because of your traditions. You have rendered the word of God to
be meaningless.”
He wanted my “blessing” for that group – a majority in the Wednesday
night group, but a small minority in the membership of the church as a
whole – to start their own church. I chose my words carefully… and basically
told him that if that was what God was calling him to do, then I could hardly
tell him otherwise. I did make a feeble attempt to dissuade him, nonetheless. He then shocked me by saying that he believed I should go with
them and be their pastor and that they would support me financially.
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I refused because it obviously put me in an awkward position with the
rest of the church especially the leadership. No matter what I did at this
point was not going to keep the pot from boiling over. By facilitating a
discussion, based on an open look at a passage in the Bible, I had
precipitated a church split!
One of the largest contributors in the church, whom I knew to be a
closet alcoholic who hid it well from his wife and the rest of the church went
to the senior pastor and petitioned him to get me to stop teaching and
preaching on controversial subjects. I was invited by the senior pastor to go
to lunch. He told me that there had been some complaints. I asked him what
he wanted me to do. “Well,” he replied, “I know that you are anointed to
teach, but the practical matter is that we certainly know it isn’t God’s will to
cause division in the church.” About the time he finished his little speech the
aforementioned large contributor just “happened” to stop by our table and
was invited to sit with us.
I realized that the meeting was contrived. We had a pleasant discussion during which it was obvious that the senior pastor was trying to smooth
things over.
After lunch, he and I went back to the church where I confronted him
with the fact that the meeting had been contrived and again, he said, “Well
it isn’t God’s will to cause division.” I asked him how he could, out of one
side of his mouth, say that I had an anointing to teach and preach and the
other that I was causing division? I told him that this was a direct violation
of our written agreement and I had no choice but to resign.
He pleaded with me to reconsider, but I reminded him that when I
took the position that I felt called to do missionary work elsewhere and that
I had agreed that I would help him build the church temporarily and it
looked like this was the time to go do what I was supposed to do. He talked
about how God had called us together and what we had been able to
accomplish in such a short time. I told him that I would fast and pray about
the matter and let him know. Within two weeks I was gone and we parted
friends.
During the time I was fasting and praying, I stumbled across Jesus’
words to some disciples, the meaning of which in the original language is
quite clear:
“Look at how the religious leaders love to pray in public and have
people defer to them in the market places; and have people call them Rabbi
and how they always sit in seats of honor at feasts and weddings.
“But I say to you, don’t be like that! Don’t you allow yourselves to be
called by any title that implies spiritual superiority or authority; You have
one Leader and Teacher, the Christ! And don’t you refer to anyone else as
your spiritual superior… you have only one Father, God! No, you are all to be
just as brothers to one another and minister to one another.” The words
stung – as I realized how I loved to have people call me “pastor” and refer
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to me as a great Bible teacher. How I loved to sit on the platform at
meetings.
I then saw what the word “pastor” meant… shepherd. Jesus said that
he was the only shepherd and all others were usurpers of the title.
In the mission field to which I was sent, I began to attempt to
“minister” inside the organized church… but would refuse any title and
insisted that I have the freedom to speak whatever Holy Spirit was giving
me to speak.
It didn’t work I saw that God was calling me out. Scripture after
Scripture was revealed that made it obvious to me that if it were true that
the Roman Catholic church was the embodiment of the “Whore of Babylon,”
as many scholars on the evangelical side of things insist, then the powers of
darkness influencing the hierarchy of Protestant churches, by whatever other
name, were the daughters of the Whore and far more seductive and far
more deceptive.
I heeded Jesus’ call to “come out of her” (Rev. 18:4). Yes, it is a bit
lonely out here, but I prefer it to rebellion against Him.
Let’s assume for a moment that what I have written here is truth, i.e.,
that the organized church with its hierarchy of leadership is not merely
disobedient to Jesus’ own words… but stands in opposition to what he said…
(or is saying). If that isn’t too far to reach then shouldn’t we begin to
examine the word opposition in light of something else? The prefix anti
refers to opposition. If Jesus has said something clearly, and the church by
its behavior, stands in opposition to HIM, could it be possible that it is run by
the Anti-Christ?
Disturbing question, is it not? Oh well, just somebody speaking rebelliously, but against WHOM? [END article]
The point of including the foregoing is to share where I have been…
not to discourage anyone from going to church. I believe church can and
should be a schoolroom for people to learn those things that will build their
faith and maturity for their own personal gifting and ministry, but not to
become dulled into being lifeless spectators.
Listen to what the writer of Hebrews had to say about a depth of truth
he wanted to explain, but couldn’t.

“… of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you have
become dull of hearing. For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have
come to need milk and not solid food. For everyone who partakes only of milk is
unskilled in righteousness, for he is a babe. But solid food belongs to those who
are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil. Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary
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principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection [this word “perfection” is translated
from a word in the original that means completion] not laying over and over again
the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the
doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of
eternal judgment. Let us move on, if God permits.”
So, are we ready to move on? Again, not to leave church… unless that
is what God calls you to do, but to get off your pew and stop being dull of
hearing.
The following article will complete this chapter.

THE TEMPLATE OF “PERFECTION”
The example of how to live life on earth as a human being, but in the
power and presence of God’s own Spirit, was brought to us by a man named
Jesus – who told us how to acquire the same kind of faith he had -- the
same faith with which he performed countless miracles. He not only told us
how to acquire this same God-faith, but also urged us to follow his
instructions to acquire it. Jesus also said that those who believe will perform
the very same miracles that he performed and even greater miracles;
Greater miracles because of his own God-imposed limitations, an explanation of this later.
The emphasis on religion’s message that “there was only one perfect
man” (past tense) has caused most Christians to ignore what Jesus actually
said, i.e., that anyone who believed could actually become what he was and
do the very same things he did as a man, and more, and he provided
instructions for getting there.
Jesus proclaimed the perfection of God and referred to himself as the
“son of man” and, in fact, stated very clearly that he was not to be called
“good.”
This is not a message of denigration of who and what Jesus is in the
realm of the Spirit and what he was as a human being it is a rebuke to the
religion that calls him ‘Lord,’ but refuses to do what he so clearly said to do.
The religion, for the most part, that also does the very things he said NOT to
do; more about this later also.
I want to relate a story, a true story, which illustrates what we can
each become if we believe; a story that also demonstrates the limitations
imposed upon us by religion.
The story begins with a phone-call from an acquaintance asking if I
would meet him for coffee. I told one of my business partners, that
happened to be in the office with me at the time, about the call and who also
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knew the man who called, and asked him if he wanted to go along with me.
On the way to the restaurant, I told him what I “saw” was about to happen.
My associate, Dennis, merely nodded his understanding.
The man was waiting for us, seated at a table in a very busy restaurant. He stood as we approached and offered his hand to both Dennis and
me.
Without preamble, he jumped right into his reason for wanting to see
us.
He briefly referred to an exciting thing that happened the day before
at a local hospital where we had been, and a 15-year-old girl had been
healed. He had been present because her uncle, another acquaintance of all
three of us, had invited him along…
“I feel,” he continued, “like I am a spectator in a stadium watching
everyone else play the game while I am just sitting there. I want to know
why I cannot do what you, Dennis and Jim (the girl’s uncle) are doing.”
I assured him that he could, but he had a problem. “In fact,” I said, “I
told Dennis on the way over here that you were going to be bringing this
subject up and that I felt you were ready to hear what I have to say.”
He looked from Dennis to me quizzically.
“Your biggest obstacle,” I said, is that you refer to some man as your
‘pastor’ and that man does not believe in spiritual healing. You have made
him your spiritual covering and he is like a wet blanket.”
He began to defend ‘Pastor John’ as a wonderful man who had helped
him to see many spiritual truths.
“I am not criticizing John,” I quickly assured him, “I am telling you
about a spiritual dynamic that, in my experience, always holds true.” I
opened the Bible I had brought with me and had him read aloud from
several passages and he began to see the truth of what we were talking
about. That Jesus referred to himself as the only true shepherd (the
meaning of the word ‘pastor’) and that men who took on that title for
themselves were usurpers and thieves. Again, Jesus said this, not I.
“What can I do?” he asked.
“You can begin,” I responded, “by telling Jesus that he is your only
shepherd.”
He immediately bowed his head and began praying loudly, “Jesus, I
want you to be my only pastor. I no longer use that title for any man only
for you!” Dennis and I looked at each other with about the same degree of
discomfort at the fact that people at other tables were staring at us.
He opened his eyes and exclaimed, “Wow! Did you hear that? It was
like a big blanket going whoosh away from over my head.”
I laughed and told him that I hadn’t heard it, but I was absolutely sure
he had. I told him that was exactly what I had told Dennis on the way to the
restaurant was going to happen and Dennis quietly nodded his agreement.
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“What do I do now?” He asked.
“About what,” Dennis asked.
“What do I call John?” he asked, with that same quizzical look…
Dennis said, “Why don’t you just call him John?”
Later that same day he called and asked if both Dennis and I could get
on the phone… we put him on ‘speaker.’
“I just had the most amazing experience,” he said with no little
excitement, “One of my secretaries came in and told me that she felt very
sick and was going home. I asked her if she would like to get better or did
she just want to go home? She told me that she would really rather stay and
work, but didn’t feel she could… that she was coming down with the flu. I
put my hand on her stomach and said, ‘in the name of Jesus, get out of her.’
“She asked me in a very stern voice… ‘What did you do?’ I have to
admit that I was very afraid you know how it is with sexual harassment stuff
in business today and putting my hand on a young secretary’s stomach
would probably give our company attorney a heart attack, but I just told her
that I had authority to do what I did and that Jesus had given it to me.”
She said, “It is just that I feel so good. I don’t remember ever feeling
this good before.”
“So I told her that she could do the same kinds of things if she
believed and asked her if she wanted to invite Jesus Christ to take over her
life. She said yes and I told her he was right there in the office and to just
tell him. She immediately said, “Jesus, I want you to take over my life…”
She’s back at work. I just wanted to share that with you guys that you were
used by God today.”
Dennis leaned toward the speaker and said, “So were you – great,
isn’t it?”
The next morning, Dennis came into my office and told me to push
line two and he put our friend on the speaker again…
After a few pleasantries, he began… “I had breakfast with John this
morning and told him everything. I couldn’t remember the chapter and verse
of all those scriptures you had me read yesterday, but I told him everything.
About the blanket being removed from over my head and about laying hands
on my secretary and how that she had invited Jesus into her life. Do you
know what he said to me?”
Before Dennis or I had the opportunity to respond, he went on, “He
said, ‘Praise the Lord!’ and then told me he had some praying to do.” We
could hear some background noise over the speaker… and he told us he had
to go, thanked us again and hung up with the words, “Keep up the good
work, many people need to be freed up like you did for me.”
Dennis said, I’m going to call him back and leave a message on his
voice mail if he can’t come to the phone. He picked up the phone and dialed
without explaining what was on his mind. Sure enough when he asked for
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him, he was put right through to voice mail: “This is Dennis, and I just
wanted to give you some necessary correction,” he said into the mouthpiece,
“We didn’t do anything, you talked directly to Jesus and he was the one that
set you free. I just had a strong, but gentle pull to call you and tell you that.
Keep sharing what happens to you. We all benefit that way. Thanks.”
Our acquaintance and his new found brother, John, are still together,
founding what they refer to as “home assemblies.” Yes, they both felt led to
leave the formal church and fortunately were able to do so quietly without
creating any division, to go start a ministry they felt called to.
One point of the foregoing is, if you feel a call to ministry don’t look to
man for approval look to God’s own Spirit for empowerment and just
because I have heard Jesus’ call to “come out of her,” I am not suggesting
that call is universal.

CHAPTER SIX
PRAYER
What follows is a very different slant of what is normally referred to as
“prayer.” It is based strictly on Jesus’ own instructions (in the original
language), instructions that include how to pray in ways that will assure that
you are more and more controlled By God’s own Spirit… ever increasing!
That promise is an anathema to the doctrine to which many Christians are in
bondage, that is, once a person has invited Jesus Christ into his or her life…
they have all of God’s own Spirit they will ever get. Well, if we have ears to
hear, ears that have not been dulled by hearing teachers lay over and over
again the foundation truths… then perhaps we are ready to move on to what
Jesus actually taught about this matter of “prayer” and that for receiving
more of the same Spirit that was in him. Are we ready to march forward,
following our Commander in Chief?
We are going to focus on two things Jesus taught; first of all, we’ll look
at the so-called “model” prayer of Jesus, or more commonly referred to as
“The Lord’s Prayer.”
This “prayer” is often chanted or sung, or otherwise solemnly spoken
in unison by people assembled together for “worship.” Missing the entire
import of why Jesus was giving the instruction in the first place. He went off
by himself daily and sometimes several times a day to be alone with Dad.
One day, one of his disciples said… “Hey, how come you don’t teach us to
pray like John teaches his followers?”
So He said to them, "When you pray, say…”
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That bit of rendering has created no little problem. The words in the
original language translated into today’s American brand of English… “When
you speak toward God, do so emphatically! The words are so emphatic that
one rather widely known preacher in a huge church near Dallas, Texas –
insists that they should actually be spoken while stamping one’s foot on the
ground. One fellow I know, after seeing the truth of this, shakes his fist in
the air. One prayer “warrior” in the church in Alaska I mentioned earlier,
actually pounds on the floor… and she gets results!
So let’s underscore the first part of what Jesus is saying… the word
translated as “say” is often translated as “command” depending on context.
Apparently the King James translators couldn’t handle such an impudent lack
of awe directed toward God. But you will see in the following that this is
exactly what Jesus was instructing.
The words in the original are quite clear and specific…

“Our one and only, perfect Parent, in the unseen realm, what You have
already declared to be your purposes and desires in that realm, I speak into
existence on the physical plane. I say emphatically that this shall be! In order to do
this, give me the same Spirit that became the Bread of Life, Jesus Christ. And as I
release everyone from my blame for wrongs I perceive they have done to me and
demand that all the feelings associated with that blame be sent away… I know that
I can walk in the perfect release from all blame that You have already provided for
me. Lead me away from all temptation of the focus on this physical realm so that
the evil one cannot affect me.”
Is the foregoing literally what he said? (taken from Luke 11:1-4).
Other than, “Give me the same Spirit that became the Bread of Life, Jesus
Christ…” Which is only a slight stretch, extrapolating from what he said
elsewhere, the answer is an emphatic, yes!
The power that comes from understanding and applying this little
passage aloud (with emphasis) and privately, just as Jesus did… will
transform the life of anyone that does it on a continuum… several times a
day! …and this is only the beginning!
Verse five of the same passage (Luke 11:1-13) starts out like this:
“And Jesus continued to tell them how to pray…
A bit of digression is in order here… English syntax is unique. The old
movie title “Throw Momma from the train a kiss” is amusing and was meant
to be so -- to Americans. Most people that understand English as a second
language miss the humor because, almost universally the way that title is
expressed is the way of many common languages. Americans have to do
mental linguistics… and thus it sounds comedic.
Now, let’s think for a moment what a legalistic interpretation of,
“Throw momma from the train a kiss” might create. We need to understand
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that this (I’ve been told) is from a Hungarian maxim that literally means
when a son is leaving to travel a great distance, he should always leave his
mother with a kiss goodbye.
Back to the legalistic American “literal” interpretation: It implies, to
get off the train, drag your mother back onto the train and then throw her
off the train… and rush over to kiss her bruised and bleeding body.
This is exactly what happens to people who read a word-for-word andword-by-word translation from Greek to English. Jesus is actually saying how
to demand to get an ever increasing amount of God’s own Spirit to
accomplish the point of his instruction… which is to emphatically speak God’s
will into existence on the physical plane. But, as with “throw your mother
from the train a kiss” … the object gets muddied… or perhaps bloodied. And
folks wind up feeling marvelously and properly respectful toward God by
singing the first four verses of the “Lord’s Prayer!” That is most emphatically
NOT what it’s about. Are we ready to get what Jesus was actually saying…
and then applying it?

“And He said to them, "Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at
midnight and say to him, 'Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has
come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him'; and he will
answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you'? I say to you, though he
will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence
he will rise and give him as many as he needs.”
Let’s examine this carefully… and see what Jesus is actually saying
here. The friend you go to at midnight… is a metaphor for God. Who in this
instance has to be a very good friend… so good that you can wake him and
his family up to get what you need. Need for what? The other friend that
showed up unexpectedly is a problem… for which you have no answer in the
natural.
At first, you don’t get what you want… and you interpret it as your
good friend, God, saying no… initially… and when it finally is given it is not
because He is your friend. It is given because of your “persistence.” It is
interesting that in the King James Version the word “importunity” is used. In
the 1600s the word meant impudence… In the original language, the word
does mean lack of awe… so impudence or importunity… is a valid translation.
But the usage of the verb in the Greek also clearly indicates persistence.
Don’t forget to keep your eye on the object – Jesus finishes this bit of
teaching on “Prayer” by using an analogy… “What fathers among you, being
less than perfect, would give a child a rock when he clamored for bread, or
give him a snake when he asked for fish or a scorpion when he asked for an

40

egg? How much more of your perfect Father’s own Spirit will he give to
those who ask Him?”
The object is more of our perfect Father’s own Spirit. We get caught in
all kinds of doctrinal belief systems relative to receiving more of God’s own
Holy Spirit. The entire object of what Jesus is teaching here is the way to
give over more and more of one’s life to the power and presence of God’s
own Spirit. Diluted greatly through translation from the original language to
the quite different syntax of English… especially to today’s American
listeners! “Throw your mother from the train a kiss, remember?”
Also, keep in mind that Jesus “prayed” this way daily. If the “Son of
God” had to do this in order to be able to do what he did… wouldn’t it follow
that we joint-heirs-with-Jesus sons of God would have to do likewise? Or
never attain the destiny of his promise to us that, if we believe, we will be
able to do what he did.
I hope we have seen clearly that Bible study, church attendance and
prayer, as traditionally thought of and practiced, have produced little… I also
hope that we have been able to see how to turn failure into success… if so –
let’s move on.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
GETTING AND USING THE FAITH JESUS HAD AND USED
Probably one of the most overlooked parts of Jesus’ instructions to us
is about praying to receive what he had – properly translated, the faith of
God, or God-faith; overlooked, again, because of translation difficulties.
According to some scholars, the following narrative contains an
obvious and deliberate MIS-translation into English from the original.
Jesus and the twelve were walking down the short road from Bethany
to Jerusalem. On the way, Jesus became hungry. In the distance he became
aware of a fig tree. He walked over to it to see if there were any figs.
Nothing…
He said something a bit amazing, considering the fact that the
narrative clearly indicates that it wasn’t the season for figs! “Nobody is ever
going to eat from you again.” His disciples heard what he said.
They proceeded onto Jerusalem where Jesus created quite a ruckus in
the Temple. Later, on the way back, Peter saw the fig tree and remembered
what Jesus had said. “Look, the tree you cursed yesterday is dead. It is
withered from the top all the way to the roots!”
The MIS-translation found in most modern versions of Jesus’ response
to Peter goes like this, “Have faith in God.”
In the original, what Jesus was actually saying was, “You too can have
this same faith, get it!” Followed by instructions about how to acquire and
use the same faith that they had seen him use the day before – in the killing
of a fig tree (no less). Try this today and the environmentalists will have you
severely punished!
First, if we can leave behind our religious tradition and see that Jesus
is providing instruction about how to get to the point to do a simple thing
such as kill a fig tree, stop a storm in its tracks; cast out demons, give sight
to the blind, hearing to the deaf… raise someone from the dead – etc. It
takes the same kind of faith he had… “God-faith” and he is saying to get it!
Here’s how…
The following is an accurate translation from the original into today’s
American English:

“Whoever experiences obstacles to getting this kind of faith… if he lifts them
up, over his head and emphatically commands, ‘I cast you down into the sea.’ If he
is not divided in his thinking by allowing negative thoughts to sway him, but
continues to command and gets an image in his mind of what it will be like to get
this kind of faith… and doesn’t quit until he gets it… he will have it! Therefore I
tell you, whatever you demand when you speak toward God, you will have if you
don’t stop demanding and seeing it as something that already exists… you will
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have it! But if you are holding a grudge against anyone, release that person from
all your judgment and criticism so that you can walk in your Father’s perfect
release from all judgment. If you don’t release others you will not be able to
exercise this kind of faith.”
Is the foregoing a paraphrase? No. It is a correct translation. The KJV
is a paraphrase and easily proven to be so and it is easily proven that most
modern translations carry forward the same mistranslation. Some commentators insist that the translators of the King James Version were literally
afraid of decapitation if they translated anything contrary to the King’s
wishes and these same commentators insist that is the reason for some of
the distortions. Why do modern versions (whose translators didn’t have King
James’ guards standing over them with swords so sharp they could remove
a human head with a single, swift swipe) carry the same error? I believe I
know why, but it would sound like speculation so we’ll just stay with the
things that are easily proven.
That’s it for now. Are you ready to start living excited(ly)? Try applying
the truths we’ve covered. Don’t be just a hearer, but a doer!
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