
In pursuit of happiness 
 

 

Some time ago, a movie titled “in pursuit of happiness”, hit the theatres. It was a story about a loving 
father of one son, who comes upon unfortunate times. In this time, he loses his wife and has to be a 
single parent trying hard to sell medical machines which don’t seem to do the job. Eventually, just as his 
circumstances seem to grow worse and he has no money left, he lands a job on wall street in a 
brokerage firm. One would think that this would surely make things better, but the hard world of 
finances, seems to create unfortunate turns for this single father and takes him even lower and deeper 
into what would seem like certain despair, compared to the beginning. But he is adamant to continue 
struggling to give his son a better life. Homelessness, hunger or being treated like a doormat do not 
deter him in his (pursuit of happiness?), until one day he strikes gold. Based on a true story, this riveting 
movie has us sitting and believing that he will OVERCOME. And that is why you see the question mark in 
brackets. My question is, is it in pursuit of happiness or purpose to overcome? 

Happiness is circumstantial and based on perspective, but to overcome is a victorious state of being that 
comes through and is established within a person, when he goes through his situation, understanding 
the purpose of his experience, that is, to what end is that experience going to effect his life. Deep within 
the heart of every man is placed a desire by our Heavenly Father, to fight against, to be determined and 
to rise above our circumstances, hence mankind is constantly inventing, innovating and creating new 
methods and means to progress. But all this is done to find convenience, to make it easier for us to 
“have a better quality of life”. But is this necessarily going to make us overcomers? Overcoming is not 
for the purpose of self aggrandisement, but so that we may by overcoming put on qualities of meekness, 
compassion, humility, kindness and faith. 

To become overcomers is why we were created and brought forth into this lower physical dimension. 
Here we were to multiply and go forth, that is, to reproduce spiritual qualities and fill the earth with like 
attributes and we were to have dominion over all things, that is, to overcome all elements that operate 
and rule in this physical dimension, till our internal (heavenly) and external (earthly) have so fused that 
mortality is swallowed up by immortality and our corruptible by incorruptible. This is why the Son of 
God was manifest, so that he may destroy the power of the devil (the spirit which operates through our 
sensual mind), which He did. And therefore now we can overcome. Hear the words of our Saviour,” in 
the world you shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I HAVE OVERCOME THE WORLD”. 

To be overcomers, we need something to overcome. That is why we have tribulation, or trials or 
adversity. If an astronomer did not have the vast frontiers of space, we would not have modes of travel, 
if a scientist in a medical lab did not have a deadly virus, then we would not have made great strides in 
medicine, if a seaman did not have a stormy sea, then we would not have made great ships to traverse 
them. So then we see how adversity and trials contribute to victorious labours to overcome. No wonder 
James the apostle writes in his letter to the saints saying, “count it all joy, when you encounter different 
trials and adversity, for that produces patience or endurance (that is the vision to see the end result due 
to the perseverance in the trial) and when the patient endurance of the one tried has seen its end, it 
brings forth a victorious overcoming spirit within. It establishes within us the quality that God himself is 
endeavouring to make within everyone who believes. 

His word speaks clearly to us. In revelation we read the letters that are sent to the seven churches and 
at the end of each letter the promise is to the one that is overcoming. Therefore, understand dear saint, 
that there is a purpose for every trial that is come upon you and do not be astonished or surprised as 
though some strange thing has happened unto you and now for a season you find yourself heavily 



burdened through many trials, but rejoice in this knowledge if even gold and silver need to go through 
the fire to be purified, how much more precious then is our faith, that when it is tried and our quality 
has been perfected, then shall we shine as the sun and our faith will be found unto the praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ (that is our faith will be found in the same quality of 
Jesus Christ, or like faith as our Lord and Saviour). 

AMEN. 

 


