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               GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD

   John the Beloved records these marvelous words,
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten  son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.”
(Jn.3:16)
   When did God give His Son? We may believe that
it was when Jesus Christ was born in the womb of
Mary or  else  when He was crucified on Calvary.
However the Scripture tells us that the Lamb was
slain from the foundation of the world. (Rev.13: 8)

  We may have thought that this meant that “posi-
tionally,” Jesus had been slain at the beginning but
as we lean upon our Lord's bosom and listen to His
Word of life we learn that the Lamb was indeed ac-
tually  given  to  be  slain  before  the  world  of  the
Adam man began. With that in mind let us look at
what the Spirit wants to reveal today.

   God created the heavens and the earth and all the
host of them. In six biblical days (which could well
be eons of years) God put together His unsearchable
universe. And He loved it. He saw that it was very
good and He was very pleased with all of it. 

 When God had finished we read,  “And God saw
every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was
VERY GOOD. And  the  evening  and  the  morning
were the sixth day.”(Gen.1: 31)  Besides the cosmos
as we know them, God also created a man on the
sixth day. “And God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he him; male and fe-
male created he them. 

   NO GREATER LOVE

And  God  blessed  them  and  said  unto  them,  Be
fruitful,  and  multiply,  and  REPLENISH  THE
EARTH,  AND  SUBDUE  IT:  and  have  dominion
over the fish of the sea and the fowl of the air, and
over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.”
(Gen.1: 27-28)
  
   Who was this  man AFTER GOD'S OWN IM-
AGE? Who was this one who was given dominion
over all that had life in the earth? Who was he who
was called to SUBDUE all things that had life in the
earth? To subdue means to “conquer and bring into
subjection.” This man was not in the earth until God
sent Him. And why did the earth need to be sub-
dued? Was it in the state of chaos and disobedience?

 We may have thought that this man was Adam the
man of earth and blood but in reality Adam whose
name means “Red” because he is from the ground,
had not yet been formed.  Would the enormous task
of  reproducing the  image of  God in  the  earth  be
given to the dusty man Adam or did the man after
God's own image have much more to do with it?  

  When God commissions someone with a task, He
first equips them and prepares them to accomplish
that  task.   The  man  in  God's  own  image  was
anointed  for  the  task.  The  “anointing”  that  God
gave him is called “Christ” and the man was sent
into the earth as the Christ, the Anointed One. 

 Christ is the power, the anointing that the Son is
given  to  reproduce  His  image  in  the  earthly cre-
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ation.  This Son comes from the very loins of the
Elohim God, He is the Son of God, the Lord God
Almighty. 

  We might have thought that the Christ appeared in
the  earth  when Jesus  the  Lord  was  born,  but  the
Scriptures reveal that this “Christ” was all over the
Old Testament as well. He was the Rock that fol-
lowed them in the wilderness. He was the fire that
did not consume the bush; Christ has been in this
creation from its beginning.

  He was the One of whom the prophet wrote, “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counsellor, The
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of
Peace. Of the increase of his government there shall
be no end...” (Isa. 9: 6-7a) 

   God so loved that He gave this only begotten Son
to bring His creation unto His own perfection. Then
God had no more to do and He rested.  “Thus the
heavens  and the  earth  were finished,  and all  the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ENDED
HIS WORK which he had made; and he rested on
the  seventh  day  from all  his  work  which  he  had
made.”(Gen.2: 1-2)

 God has said, “Let US make man” and as “He,” the
“Elohim” rested on the seventh day, the “Lord God”
whose name is Jehovah-Elohim began His work in
the earth. He is the One who is Lord of heaven and
earth and He is part of the Elohim in the earth. He
introduced Himself to Moses, saying,  “...I am the
Lord:  and I  appeared unto  Abraham, unto  Isaac,
and unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but
by my name Jehovah was I  not  known to them.”
(Ex.6: 2b-3) 

 When the Lord God appeared in the body of Jesus,
He was the “Brightness of the Father's glory and
the EXPRESS IMAGE OF HIS PERSON”  (Heb.1:
3a), He declared to Philip,  “He that hath seen me,
hath seen the Father.”  (Jn.14: 9b)

  Generations had already gone by when Jehovah-
Elohim the Lord God, began His work in the earth.

He found that everything that had life in the earth
was  growing  lush  and  the  ground  was  being  re-
freshed continually by “..a mist from the earth, that
watered the  whole  face of  the earth.”  (Vs.6)  But
“There was not a man to till the ground.” (Vs.5b) 

  The Son was still in the bosom of the Elohim the
Father  when this  wonderful  universe was created,
and when it  was finished; He rested. The Scripture
is very clear about that. But the work that God had
purposed and plan for His little blue planet had not
yet begun. This mandate was given to the Son of
God. He was the One called to multiply His image
in the earth and to bring it under subjection. 

  The Son of God is the One whom the Father gave
to do the work in the earth. He came in the begin-
ning. The foundation of the world is the beginning
of the Adam man's world. The Son is the beginner
and the finisher of this work of faith.  He is the Lord
who is now waiting until all His enemies are made
His footstool.  He is the Son who was sent to bring
all living things under the authority of God the Fa-
ther. 

  In Genesis One we find God “The Elohim” calling
His creation into being but in chapter two, we find
The Lord God  “Jehovah-Elohim” “The Self-Exis-
tent One” as He prepares to do the work of subdu-
ing the earth and forming His image into a man of
earth. 
  He is the One who was commanded to subdue the
earth;  He is  the  Son of  God who was  later  born
from  the  womb  of  Mary.  He  is  the  One  who
promised Abraham a Seed to bless all the nations of
the earth. 

 “And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed;  because thou hast obeyed my voice.”
(Gen.22: 18)  “Now to Abraham and his seed were
the promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many;  but  as  of  one,  And  to  thy  seed;  which  is
Christ.” (Gal.3: 16)

  This Christ is the Word of God and  the Seed in
His image. He is the Seed that the angel Gabriel an-
nounced when he  told Joseph that Mary was with
child from the Holy Ghost, “...she shall bring forth
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a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from their sins.” (Matt.1: 21)
  
  The seventh day begins when the Lord God (Je-
hovah-Elohim)  appears  in  the  earth  to  begin  His
work. God has no beginning but the Lord God is the
Beginning and the end of the creation of God in the
earth. He is the Author and the Finisher, the Alpha
and the Omega. 

 He has been in the earth to do this work from the
beginning and will not end until He has put the last
enemy under His feet and has turned the kingdom in
its perfection over to the Father. The perfection that
is ordained is its full potential or maturity which is
the image of the Son. 

  This is the most poignant and beautiful love story
that has ever been.  It is the plan of Father and Son
to bring the entire  creation into their  own image.
What an enormous and magnificent work this is!!
The Father gave His only begotten Son to bring His
creation unto submission to the Father. 

  The  Son has  been  multiplying  His  seed  and  is
about to bring forth His first harvest (Firstfruits) as
an offering to His Father and we find Him in Gene-
sis  chapter  two as He appears in the earth.  He is
called “THE LORD GOD” for He is God, the Son
of God. He began His work when He formed the
man of earth and will end it when He presents the
Father with this same man in His own image.

                       THE MAN OF DUST

  “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of
life; and man became a living soul.” (Gen.2: 7)  
 The Lord God imparted a breath of His own life
into this earthly form and the mixture of the breath
of life and the dust is called “a living soul.” It is a
living earthly creature. 

 There were other living creatures in the earth at the
time, but this one was designed to become a son of
God in the flesh. “But as many as received him, to
them gave  he power to  become the sons  of  God,
even to them that believe on his name.” (Jn.1: 12)

 The breath of life is Spirit; man's life comes from
Spirit.  The man was able to hear the voice of the
Lord God as He spoke with him in the garden. This
means that  he had ears  to  hear  the voice coming
from the Spirit within the garden of his soul (con-
sciousness and understanding).  

   Man is a living being made up of Spirit, soul and
body. Spirit  is  the  part  that  is  connected  to  God
while  soul  expresses  the  Spirit  through the  body.
Soul  and body are  tied  to  the  earth.  Spirit  is  the
“male part” while “soul and body” are the female or
earthly part. All three of these are necessary for the
'reproduction' of the image of God in the earth. 

   The Lord God then separated the male from the
female. This was the next step in assuring the repro-
duction of the image. So He took the woman out of
the man and He called her “woman” or the “womb
part of the man.” She is the one who receives the
seed of the man and nurtures it until  it  is formed
into the same image. 

  We know this is true in the natural so we can apply
it  to  what is  happening in the Spirit  as well.  The
Lord God formed the man of earth in order to bring
forth many earthly bodies who would be the wombs
that would bring forth the image of the heavenly or
of Himself in the earth. 

  Paul says it like this,  “And as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of
the heavenly.” (I Cor. 15: 49)  Also “Howbeit that
was not first  which is spiritual,  but that which is
natural;  and  afterward  that  which  is  spiritual.”
(Vs.46)  The purpose of the earthly man is to give
expression  to  the  invisible  Spirit  within.  This  is
called the “image” of the Son of God.       
             
              THE LORD GOD'S GARDEN

  “And  the  Lord  planted  a  garden  Eastward  in
Eden;  and  there  he  put  the  man  whom  he  had
formed. And out of the ground made the Lord God
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and
good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the
garden,  and  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and
evil.” (Gen.2: 8-9)
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 I believe that there is a literal garden of Eden. God
provided a proper environment for  His earthly cre-
ation.  But  to  see and understand the full  spiritual
meaning of these verses, we must see that the Lord
also provided his man with the inner garden of his
soul and spirit. 

   There are many trees good for food and pleasant
to the sight in this Eastward garden. East is where
the light rises each day and this is the place that the
Lord God has chosen to place the man that He has
chosen.  

  The trees  speak of  the many resources  that  the
Lord  gave  to  feed  man's  spiritual  and  emotional
needs. The soul in the Lord's garden is never bored
or restless for there are all sorts of good things to
partake of each day. Knowledge of God's creation is
not evil; it is the knowledge of good and evil that
is deadly.
  
 Adam and Eve were pure and innocent and they led
a peaceful life in the midst of their beautiful garden.
The Lord God had given them every kind of trees
for food and for pleasure.  He also gave them rivers
of clear refreshing waters and gold and gem stones
in abundance. They were rich and at ease but the
day came when the Lord took Adam aside to talk
seriously to him. 
 
  “And the Lord God took the man, and put him into
the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And
the Lord God commanded the man, saying,  Of ev-
ery tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: but of
the  tree  of  the  knowledge of  good and evil,  thou
shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.” (Gen.2: 15-17)   

  This was a strong admonition and a restriction that
carried ominous and severe consequences. The tree
of knowledge of good and evil was a very danger-
ous tree and it stood right in the midst of this lush
orchard. The Lord told His man to stay away from
this tree or else his life would change forever. 

  Then the Lord God proceeded with His plan and
now He saw that in order to multiply this man, He
must separate the woman from the man. The man is

the Spirit and life-giver and the woman is the earth
and the one who forms the body of the man. The
man cannot reproduce himself without the woman
and the  woman cannot  bring  to  birth  without  the
seed that is in man. 
  
 Of all the creatures that were already in the earth
and that Adam gave names to, none were found to
be equal to him so that his seed could multiply.  So
the Lord God took the woman out of the man.  She
is the only one who is “meet” or “up to” receiving
this man's seed and reproducing his image. She is
very precious indeed. She is to be the bride of the
Son of God and  bring up children after His image.
Her children will  bruise (crush) the serpent's head.

  So the day came when the Lord God put His man
to sleep and took the womb man out of the bosom
of man. The word translated rib is the word mean-
ing “side.” The woman is the female or womb side
of the man. 

  She was very much a part of the man Adam but
now she  was  separated  from him and  she  would
have to stay close and hear Him. “Therefore as the
church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to
their own husbands in everything.” (Eph.5: 24) 

            THE INTRUDER AND USURPER
                 THE GREAT TEMPTATION

   There came a day when the woman meandered
among the trees of the garden and came to the “Tree
of Knowledge of good and evil.”  Was she about to
be tempted, trespass the commandment of God and
eat of that tree? The serpent wasted no time. He saw
the  weakness  in  Eve  and  He  had  an  agenda;  he
quickly approached her. 

  Man is motivated by Spirit and also by soul which
is the natural mind. Soul is “intuitive.”  Intuition is
the ability to know something without reasoning it
out. It is a God-given inner perception or conscious
understanding.  

 Man represents the “spirit” who hears from God.
Woman represents the soul who hears from “spirit.”
Both of these make up one person. When we are in
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Christ there are neither male nor female for man has
become one with Christ. So the soul or female side
of man hears from “spirit” and as it happens God
created divers kinds of spirits. The serpent was one
of those and the woman listened.

  When the serpent was speaking softly  to allure the
woman,  she was fascinated.   He was persuading
her that if she ate of that tree she would not surely
die instead she would be able to know the differ-
ence between good and evil  and would no longer
need God to tell her what to do. She would be as
God. 

 The carnal mind is the area where both the tree of
knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life are
found. It is the area of our consciousness where all
thoughts enter and are processed in order to be ex-
pressed by the body. 

 The voice that Eve heard was smooth and charm-
ing.  She neither saw an ugly being with a pitchfork
in his hand nor did she see a serpent, it was more
like  a  gentleman friend who wanted  to  make her
feel good and help her elevate herself in this world. 

   Sigmund Freud who is much too complicated for
me, came up with the concept of the ID (Instinctual
Drives) and the EGO and SUPER EGO as being the
structure of the psyche or the mind of the soul. Ego
is the “self” or the part that mediates between the
demands of outer world societies and the demands
for the pleasure of the inner man. I searched to find
what the letters EGO stand for but no explanations
were  available.  One  came  up  with  “Edging  God
Out” and I thought that was pretty much right on.
 
   Psychologists spend their time analyzing the psy-
che or why people do what they do. Jesus said, “He
that findeth his life shall lose it; and he that loseth
his life for my sake shall find it.” (Matt.10: 39) This
word “life” that Jesus used here is from the Greek
word “Psuche” from which the word psyche is de-
rived. It  is life ruled by the psyche or the natural
mind.

  Jesus was speaking of life which is driven by the
knowledge of good and evil. This is the life of the

intellect or soul. Life which feeds on the intellect is
temporary, for Jesus said when we find it, we shall
lose it. But when we lose it for His sake, we shall
find eternal life. 

  The psuche life is under the dominion of the for-
bidden tree.  The voice of that tree are the thoughts
that are projected into our minds.  It is the voice of a
strong, alluring, sly and cunning spirit that indwells
this part of our garden (mind). He is portrayed as a
serpent who speaks our language. He is very attrac-
tive to our intellect and speaks to us on any level he
finds us. 
 
 The  results  of  Eve's  yielding  to  the  serpent  are
written,  “And the Lord God said, Behold, the man
is become as one of us, to know good and evil; and
now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: therefore the
Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden,
to  till  the  ground  from  whence  he  was  taken.”
(Gen.3: 22-23)

   When Adam and Eve partook of the fruit of the
tree of knowledge of good and evil they became as
gods in the earth.  And so the Lord God banished
them from the tree of life. This means that they had
entered the realm of death and could no longer hear
the voice of God. This is the condition all  of hu-
manity has been plunged into ever since. 

  In Adam, humanity still live according to that tree.
We still believe that we are gods and we arrange our
lives according to the knowledge of what is good or
what is bad for us. We even pray and ask God to
come and fix the problems that we create from our
choices. Entire societies and nations are organized
and ruled by the “twisted wisdom” of the tree of
knowledge of good and evil.

   Furthermore, we are deceived into thinking that
we have been given power over the earth. We have
been taught that it is to the earthly man Adam that
God had given dominion. It was not to the man of
earth  but  to  the  One in His  own image that  God
gave this dominion. Thinking himself to be God, the
earthly  man  took  it  upon  himself  to  do  this
work...we can but observe the results and weep. 
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 Paul wrote to those who were once dead in tres-
passes and sins but have now been quickened,  “In
time past ye walked according to the course of this
world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit  that now worketh in the children of
disobedi  ence.” (Eph. 2: 2)  

  The disobedience of Adam is still the same disobe-
dience we all find ourselves in today. We still follow
the rules of the knowledge of good and evil accord-
ing to our own concepts and teachings. This kind of
life leads to death.  When we find ourselves in this
life, we lose it, we cannot hold on to it very long.
  In our walk with the Spirit, we are learning to hear
and obey the voice of the Spirit of God and to let go
of our own preconceived knowledge.

                THE SAVIOR OF THE BODY
  
  Life is Spirit. The soul and the body are the visible
expression of the Spirit. Until the soul receives the
Holy Spirit,  the spirit of the soul comes from the
breath of life of the nostrils. 

  When man fell into disobedience, the Lord gave
him so many years to live; man was no longer im-
mortal.  The wise man wrote,  “Then shall the dust
return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall re-
turn unto God who gave it.” (Ecc.12: 7) 

  The Psalmist  clearly explains,  “Thou hidest thy
face,  they  are  troubled:  thou  takest  away  their
breath, they die, and return to the dust.” (Ps.104:
29)  When God takes  the  breath  of  life  away, the
body returns  to  the  dust.  Where  is  the  soul?  The
soul is the conscious part of the body and unless it
is caught up in the Spirit of God it has no place to
go but to the dust. There is no such thing as 'a living
soul' apart from body and spirit. God's Spirit is the
only source of life.

  It  was  the  serpent  that  convinced Eve that  she
would not die if she ate of the tree. Man still be-
lieves that the soul apart from Spirit has life. This is
the biggest deception of all. What gives life to the
soul is Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God who offered
Himself as a sacrifice for the sin of Adam. When a
child is born into this world, the sin of Adam is at-

tached to the child. Apart from Jesus, there are no
exceptions.“For all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God.” (Rom.3: 23) The baby who has
never  done  anything  but  cried  or  smiled  at  his
mother bears the same sin as all of Adam's creation. 
  
 Apart from Jesus, the “soul” man lives in the realm
of “death.”  “For as in Adam all died, even so  in
Christ shall all be made alive.” (I Cor.15: 22) This
means that ALL who died in Adam, ALL, shall be
made alive in Christ. There is no other way to inter-
pret what Paul is saying. If  it  was not for Christ,
there would be no way that  the soul could live on
anywhere after the death of this body. 

  The idea that a “dead soul” can hear the voice of
the Lord and repent is “preposterous,” it is absurd
and totally foolish.  The dead can no more hear the
voice of God than a dead man laying in a coffin can
see you and smile at you. 

  Jesus said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour
is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the
voice of the Son of God: and they that hear shall
live.” (Jn.5:25) This can only be done by the quick-
ening power of  the Son of  God.  This  is  how we
have  come  to  hear  the  voice  and  be  saved  from
death. This is how by this Man Christ, All shall be
made alive.

  “But every man in his own order: Christ the first-
fruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his com-
ing. Then cometh the end, when he shall have deliv-
ered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when
he shall  have put down all rule and all  authority
and power. For he must reign, till he hath put all
enemies under his feet. The last enemy that shall be
DESTROYED is death.” (I Cor.15: 23-26) 

  If death is destroyed, then there is not one DEAD
soul left anywhere. This is the work that has been
taking place, is still taking place and will be taking
place until it is fully accomplished and there is NO
MORE DEATH. I believe our Father's plan is per-
fect and His Son is bringing it to full completion in
the earth. Hallelujah!!  The prophet of old called out
to Zion,  “ Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and
the glory of  the Lord is risen upon thee. For, be-
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hold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon
thee and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the
Gentiles  (heathen)  shall  come  to  thy  light,  and
kings to the brightness of thy rising.” (Isa. 60: 1-3)
This is yet to be fulfilled. 
                    
   A sister from Texas sent me this poem. She said,
“I know nothing of poetry but this is what God gave
me and so I put it in some kind of form that resem-
bles poetry.” 
                      A BRIGHTER DAY

A single beam of light- Beams brighter that the sun
     Calling to our souls, Shine soul, Shine soul
              For light brighter than the sun
                 Will give LIFE and LIGHT
               Where darkness is not bright

                Up, Up you go O'Soul of mine 
            To fellowship in LIGHT OF LIFE.
    Where PEACE and JOY will fill your nights
              And never send you in a flight!

   These are such comforting words for us today. We
have been abused and driven to exhaustion by the
prince of this world and now O' Soul of mine you
can rest in the peace of His Light of Life for He is
the Truth and the Life.  He declared, “I am the light
of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  LIGHT  OF  LIFE.”
(Jn.8: 12)
                      IT IS STILL BY FAITH

   As I  awoke this  morning I  was pondering the
words  of  this  writing  and  I  heard,  “It  is  still  by
faith.” We have been on a “faith journey.” The Lord
has  walked  us  through  many  toils  and  snares  to
bring us to our maturity in Christ. He has shown us
many wonderful truths. However, the land of Spirit
is still  a land that can only be seen with spiritual
eyes.  It   can  only be understood as  we open our
hearts to the Spirit. 

  The words that the Lord spoke to Abram when he
was yet  in  his  country and among his people are
ever before my eyes,  “Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house,

unto a land that I will shew thee. And I will make of
thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make
thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: And I
will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all the nations of the
earth  be  blessed.  SO  ABRAM  DEPARTED.”
(Gen.12: 1-4a)  
   
  This has been the call of each one who has heard
his voice. God's plan  for Abram at the time was a
literal land and God's plan for each son is the land
of eternal life on earth as in heaven.
 
  Did Abram, try to reason out the outcome of such
a journey? “By faith Abraham, when he was called
to go out into a place which he should after receive
for  an  inheritance,  obeyed,  and he  went  out,  not
knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in
the  land  of  promise,  as  in  a  strange  country
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked
for  a  city  which  hath  foundations,  whose  builder
and maker is God.”(Heb.11: 8-10)

   Abraham's faith was in the Lord. He left his physi-
cal country and went to find the land that the Lord
had given to him. He had absolutely no idea where
this  land  was  located  or  what  all  he  would  en-
counter on his journey. 

   Abraham did not hear the voice of a man standing
in front of him but in his heart of hearts he knew he
had heard God and he trusted and did what he had
to do.  It  is  very likely that his kindred who were
staying  behind  questioned  his  sanity.  They  must
have  labeled  him  “Deceived.”  But  Abram  knew
what he felt within and he could not be held back by
any of them.

  When Paul heard the call, he did not confer with
the apostles that had been before him. He went to a
deserted place apart and God confirmed his calling
to him. This is the same for all who hear His voice.
We have heard to voice and we have followed Him
into a spiritual desert. Now we listen for the sound
of that last trumpet call that will bring in the mani-
festation of the work of incorruptibility that He has
wrought within us. 
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  We found that our lives are no longer in the lower
realm of  the  soul.  A new  door  has  been  opened
within us and we hear many truths we never heard
before. We have a new language and it is not just
the gift  of “tongues,” it  is  the language of Spirit.
The Lord  has called us out of the world we knew
into a whole new world of wonders prepared for us.

   We found ourselves on a wilderness journey from
church  to  church  and  doctrine  to  doctrine.  The
Spirit  of God was our new guide and He took us
where we would not have gone before. As the re-
finer  who  dips  the  iron  into  the  hot  flames  then
plunges it into the cool waters, we found ourselves
in  situations  we  never  thought  possible.  But  He
brought  us  through and each time we knew Him
better and trusted Him more. And the voice keeps
urging us... “Move on...” 

  Step  by step  we have  entered  into  the  land  of
Spirit. As it was with Joshua, it has been with us,
“Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread
upon,  that  have  I  given  unto  you,  as  I  said  to
Moses.” (Josh.1: 3) 

   Indeed the same words were spoken to Joshua, to
Moses, to Abraham and to each one of us. As soon
as we walk into the land, we possess it. Move on
brother.. Move on sister...By faith. 

   This is pretty much the story of our lives. The
words we hear may seem strange at first, but as we
walk  in  them and  place  our  foot  in  that  land  of
Spirit, we possess it. There is no other way. 

   Perhaps Abram's kindred tried to talk him out of
going. They thought he was deceived and would die
out there. But he knew what he heard. As we hear
what the Spirit speaks, many thoughts come in and
try to talk us out of them.  But when we hear His
words we  cannot try to reason them out...we must
go by faith and not waver. 

  Not long ago the Lord spoke this to me, “A double
minded man is unstable in all his ways.” (Jms.1: 8)
Indeed when we receive God's  word joyfully and
then have second thoughts  about  it,  we  begin to
waver and we become unstable in all of our ways.  

  Our Lord God is our Captain. He knows our hearts
and will not lead us astray.  He has the map and the
compass. Today's ships at sea have very sophistic-
ated  means  to  stay  on  course.  Anyone  who  has
crossed an ocean by ship knows how one could eas-
ily lose the sense of direction when day after day
all one beholds are the same rolling waves with no
landmark anywhere. 

  But of all the intricate devices that man now uses
to navigate the sea of life, none are up to the degree
of proficiency, skill and excellence of  the Captain
of our salvation. Indeed, He has shown us time and
time again that we can trust Him. 

The  Psalmist  wrote,  “God  is  our  refuge  and
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore
will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and
though the mountains be carried into the midst of
the  sea;  though  the  waters  thereof  roar  and  be
troubled,  though  the  mountains  shake  with  the
swelling thereof. Selah.

  There is a river, the streams whereof shall make
glad the city of God, the holy place of the taberna-
cles of the most High. God is in the midst of her;
she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that
right early. The heathen raged, the kingdoms were
moved: he uttered his voice and the earth melted. 

   The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is
our  refuge,  Selah.  Come behold  the works  of  the
Lord, what desolations he hath made in the earth.
He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth;
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sun-
der; he burneth the chariot in the fire. Be still and
know that I am God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 

   THE LORD OF HOSTS IS WITH US; THE
GOD  OF  JACOB  IS  OUR  REFUGE.  SELAH.
(Ps.46)

Because of His love,  Jackie Caporaso
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